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about. And from that time the spirit

of antagonism existed between the two

principles; the power of God and the

power of the adversary. It had com-

menced, in fact, before that time. Lu-

cifer and those that were associated with

himwere cast out of heaven because they

rebelled against God their Heavenly Fa-

ther. They were not willing that He

should carry out the plan of redemption

and salvation which He had devised be-

fore the world was; and having been cast

out of heaven, he, with them, became full

of wrath and of hostility against the pur-

poses and designs of the Almighty in re-

gard to the salvation and exaltation of

the human family. And this spirit con-

tinues to grow and extend; and the de-

scendants of Cain multiplied as did the

other descendants of Adam.

By and by another seed was raised up

to Adam, namely Seth, to stand in the

place of Abel. "For God (said Eve) hath

appointed for me another seed instead

of Abel, whom Cain slew." And he be-

came the representative of God, as Adam

was the representative of God. He took

Abel's place as the representative of God

and the laws of God; and he had revela-

tion, and the Priesthood, and the Gospel,

and was acquainted with the principles

of truth. Finally, there was a number of

prominent men of whom we read, but of

whom a very short account is given; no

matter, it is not necessary to enter into

details on these subjects, but I wish to

touch upon some of the leading points

thereof.

After a while wickedness had spread

very extensively upon the face of the

earth; so much so, that we read

that the thoughts of men were evil

and that continually; and it became

inexpedient to the Lord to permit

the people to live to perpetuate their

corruptions and infamies. And, there-

fore, God decreed that He would cut

them off from the face of the earth, that

they should not have the power to per-

petuate their species, and thus become

the fathers and mothers of lives and be

the media through which the intelligent,

pure spirits that existed in the eternal

world should receive bodies or taberna-

cles. They were to be deprived of that

privilege.

But before this was done the Lord

sent messengers among the people pro-

claiming to them what was about to be-

fall them if they did not repent and turn

from their evil ways. Enoch was one of

these; he stood at the head of that dis-

pensation. He, as we are doing, sent

out missionaries among the people who

had become very numerous. Their mis-

sion was to call upon the people to re-

pent and to obey the Gospel and to be-

lieve in the Son of God and to obey His

law; and to tell them that God had pre-

pared a scourge for those who would

not repent, that they would be destroyed

from off the face of the earth by a flood;

and the people thus destroyed should

be cast into prison, a prison which God

had prepared on purpose for them. And

when these men went to preach this doc-

trine many believed on them and they

were gathered together, as we are, unto

a place which they called Zion. And

they were placed under the direction

of the Holy Priesthood, men who were

inspired of God, with whom He com-

municated; and whom he taught in all

the principles pertaining to the Gospel

of the Son of God; and they continued

in this condition for a length of time.

And as they gathered out from among

the people, the Spirit of God was with-

drawn from among the people; and they


