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move upon a higher plane, doing good to

them that injure us; and we can pray for

those who evil entreat us; that we may

be the children of our Father in heaven,

who makes His sun to shine on the evil

and the good, and His rains to descend

on the just and on the unjust. Who,

let me ask, were to be pitied during the

time of the flood? The people that disbe-

lieved and disobeyed the Gospel, or the

people that were caught up to heaven?

Would you feel very sorry for those who

were connected with the Zion of God, or

would you feel sorry for those poor, mis-

erable, little-souled, ignorant people who

rejected God and His law, and who in

consequence had to be swept off from the

face of the earth—which class would so-

licit your commiseration?

Today God has revealed to us great

principles; and he is desirous that we

should do right and obey His law, and

keep His commandments.

Among other things there is a great

hue and cry about what they call

polygamy and what they call bigamy;

but our plural marriage is no more their

bigamy than white is black or than light

is darkness, but seemingly neither they

nor their judges nor legislators either

can or do want to comprehend the dif-

ference between the two, great as it is.

It would seem that they either do not

know or do not want to know the differ-

ence between a man's marrying a sec-

ond wife without the consent or knowl-

edge of the first wife, and in doing so de-

ceiving the one he marries, who believes

him to be a single man; and a man's

marrying a second wife with the knowl-

edge and consent of the first wife, and

living with his wives in honorable wed-

lock, performing the duty of a husband

to them and of a father to their children,

and maintaining sacredly his marriage

vows. I would suggest either a little gas

or electric light be turned on, and that

it be allowed to shine upon the visions

of their dull understandings; it may help

them some. But it is evident that men

do not want the truth, therefore they

must believe as they choose in regard to

these things; it is really a matter of no

moment to us. But for the information

of such people, if there be any, let me

say, their bigamy is deception and fraud

and a breach of the marriage covenant;

while our polygamy, as it is called, is

the fulfilling of the marriage covenant,

it is honorable and the fruits of it are

good; theirs is done clandestinely, ours

openly; we acknowledge ours, they repu-

diate theirs. They judge us from their

own standpoint, and their eye being evil,

of course they see nothing but evil in

us. With them a man may have his wife

and also be mixed up with other women,

and while he may be rolling in wealth,

at the same time, perhaps, his poor, un-

fortunate offspring, the product of his

vice and corruption, may be sweeping

the crossings of the streets of our large

cities, begging from his father a penny

to help to support a miserable existence.

This is compatible with their high state

of civilization and purity. God save us

from such "Christianity," from this time,

henceforth and forever. ["Amen" from

voices in the congregation.] We do not

want it. We would say in relation to

that what a Prophet said on a certain oc-

casion, "O my soul, come not thou into

their secret; into their assembly, mine

honor, be not thou united." We expect to

be associated with more honorable prin-

ciples, and with more honorable people

in time and throughout all the eternities

to come.


