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There is one thing I wish to say, we

do not preach to them this very obnox-

ious doctrine of polygamy for them to

practice. Our Elders are sent forth to

preach faith, repentance, and baptism

for remission of sins. The doctrine of

plural marriage does not belong to peo-

ple who are governed by such principles

as they are, people who break their mar-

riage vows and who wink at those who do

it, people who violate their sacred honor

with the opposite sex and trample upon

and destroy millions of the daughters of

Eve, and drag them down to death and

destruction—it does not belong to such

people; it belongs to the people who have

obeyed the Gospel of the Son of God,

the people who are in possession of the

principles of life, and who are keeping

the commandments of God; it does not

belong to Latter-day Saints even unless

they are pure and virtuous; unless they

are honorable and worthy they cannot

be associated with any such thing, much

less can the class that I have referred to

who are making so much noise about it;

so they need not trouble their heads.

These things you Latter-day Saints

understand. When President Hayes was

here, in conversing with him I told him

that it was not our intention to crowd our

peculiar ideas upon the religious world;

that we had received the doctrine of plu-

ral marriage as a part of the Gospel,

and that it was only for pure men and

pure women, that class, and that class

only, could receive it and practice it,

and make it honorable; it was not for

the licentious and corrupt, but for those

who feared God and worked righteous-

ness, who were true to themselves and

true to the female sex, and who would

stand by and sustain them and preserve

them in purity and honor. There is

quite a difference, you perceive, between

the one and the other.

We are seeking to carry out the word

and will of God, according to the reve-

lations which he has given unto us, all

of which are based upon truth, virtue,

purity and holiness, principles that are

eternal, that always have existed and

always will exist. The Christian world

make their covenants for time only; we

for time and for eternity. They expect

to be associated with their wives "until

death do them part." We expect to be as-

sociated with ours not only for time but

for eternity. They not entering into any

covenants for eternity, assume no obliga-

tions beyond this life; but I am sorry to

say, it is quite a common thing among

them to violate the covenants they make

pertaining to this life. But that I may

not be misunderstood let me say further

with regard to this, there are many hon-

orable people in our nation as well as

other parts of the world, men who re-

gard strictly the honor of their social ties,

men who feel interested in the welfare

of society, who are desirous to see cor-

rect principles prevail; but with the un-

derstanding they have of us—they be-

lieving that we are corrupt and are in-

troducing religious tenets for the pur-

pose of gratifying the sensual passions

of man; that all are vile and corrupt at

heart, and that we take the ground that

we do for the purpose of defending our

position and of making it statutory—I

do not wonder at such men entertain-

ing the feelings they do against us, be-

cause believing the lies that are circu-

lated about us, they, of course, think that

we are introducing that which will cor-

rupt and demoralize society; and they

know the state of society now, and so do

we. And they are desirous to stop a thing

of this kind. The clergy, too, are very


