
of the sexes indulging in unrestrained li-
cense. This gentleman says that this was 
told to him in the most solemn manner, 
and that too by a resident of this city. 
He told Brother Cannon too that he was 
glad to hear him contradict it. You know 
Latter-day Saints whether such a condition 
of things exists among us or not; and yet 
such willful falsehoods are fabricated and 
circulated by persons who pass themselves 
off as our friends. It cannot be wondered at 
that honorable men should feel exercised 
in their feelings against us; but when this 
class of people—and there are thousands 
and tens of thousands and millions of such 
people—are correctly informed, they will 
feel differently toward us. But then, it mat-
ters not really what men’s ideas and feel-
ings may be; and I do not feel that we are 
called upon to contradict all the infamous 
lies and misrepresentations that are circu-
lated about us by men and women who are 
living in our midst. I say now, as I said to 
a gentleman not long ago who remarked, 
that a great racket was being made about 
us, meetings were being held and resolu-
tions were being passed, etc.—I said, they 
may work as they please and “resolute” as 
much as they please, this we could easily 
stand, but hands off.

We are accused of being degraded and 
ignorant. I find that there is nearly twice 
the amount of illiteracy in the whole of the 
United States pro rata, as there is in Utah; 
and this fact exists notwithstanding they have 
had millions of dollars to sustain their insti-
tutions of learning while we have not had a 
penny. I am grateful to God our Heavenly 
Father, that we stand in as favorable

a position. Let us continue to go on in ev-
ery good word and work. Let our young 
people’s improvement associations, and 
our Sunday and day schools receive our 
encouragement and aid; and let our chil-
dren be taught by our friends and not our 
enemies. Latter-day Saints, will you send 
your children to be taught of people who 
would teach them enmity to their fathers 
and mothers, and who would sow in their 
young hearts the seed of enmity to the prin-
ciple of religious liberty, men who, if they 
had the power, would destroy the altars of 
freedom that the fathers of this country 
fought for? We do not want our children 
to be instructed by persons whose mission 
among us is to endeavor to instil into their 
young hearts enmity to the Gospel of the 
Son of God as revealed by Him through 
His servant Joseph Smith. We have men 
quite as capable to teach as they are. We 
stand on a platform as elevated as theirs, 
and a great deal more so. And by and by 
we expect to be as far ahead of them in sci-
ence, art and literature, and everything cal-
culated to ennoble and exalt a people and 
a nation, as we are now ahead of them in 
regard to religious matters. But as to their 
religious matters, you may wrap up the 
whole of them in a thimble and put it in 
your vest pocket, and hardly know it was 
there. [Laughter.] Any ten-year-old boy 
of ours who could not meet any of their 
ministers on matters of religion, I should  
consider very ill-informed.

Well, it is for us to keep the command-
ments, to train up our children in the fear 
of God, to live unto God, and I will risk 
the balance. Amen.
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