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together a people comprising twenty to

thirty different languages and nations,

and brought them together to any place,

located them, and established a system

of government that has been for their im-

provement, for their benefit, for the in-

crease of their influence, their peace, or

their happiness in any sense, either spir-

itual or temporal?

You can look abroad upon the earth in

vain to find any other example that has

any kind of relationship, or bears any

kind of analogy or appearance like unto

the work that is being performed by the

Latter-day Saints in the days in which

we live.

Who is it that is doing this work?

What is the character of this people? Are

they those that have been through the

schools and been educated to appear in

the most plausible and convincing man-

ner in all classes of society? Are they

those that have been brought up in af-

fluence and comfort; that can present ev-

erything that is pleasing and engaging

to the eyes, the ears and the minds of

those they address? Not at all. Not

many learned or noble. It is often the

inexperienced boys that are picked up

from the plow, from the workshop, to

the humblest of laboring men, toiling,

struggling, and many a time when they

have not been able, from persecution and

oppressive circumstances in which they

have been placed, to make a comfortable

livelihood, yet they have left the bosoms

of their families and gone forth in faith

carrying the principles of eternal truth

and administering them, with an honest

heart and clean hands and by the author-

ity of the Holy Priesthood from heaven to

the children of men. And what have they

done? What has this simple, humble

plan accomplished? Without money in

their pockets, without letters of recom-

mendation even to the people, without

means oft times to make them comfort-

able, abnegating themselves, deficient in

the comforts and necessities of life, they

have gone forth with their hearts full of

love and blessing to the human family to

find other bosoms kindred to their own,

though strangers in appearance, ready

to receive the glad testimony of these ser-

vants of God. It is not the learned and

the noble, nor the wealthy of the earth

that have brought their hundreds, their

thousands and their tens of thousands to

this country.

It has been the potency of those prin-

ciples that have been taught by the sim-

ple and many times silent testimony of

the Holy Ghost, by the still small voice,

that has carried conviction to the hon-

est, the humble, laboring poor, and has

brought them home here to Zion—they

that want to knowmore of God, they that

come from the crowded cities and other

portions of the earth—find here a piece

of a new world; they take hold and make

to themselves homes, all in the name of

Israel's God, and by the calling of the

voice of the Good Shepherd. Oh, how

beneficent and how munificent has the

Lord our God been unto us! Behold! as I

look abroad this afternoon in this house,

I contemplate the great mass of this con-

gregation that are partakers of the Holy

Priesthood. It is not a few that are par-

takers of the holy calling, the authority

to administer in the name of the Lord Je-

sus Christ. It is the echo of that saying

that is written in the Scriptures where

the Lord has said that He would take

of Israel and make of them a nation of

kings and priests unto Himself. Behold

ye, my brethren and sisters, here they

are.


