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Here is Israel gathering together, be-

ing taught of the Lord, to learn of His

ways and walk in His paths, that they

may receive the blessing and be clothed

upon with power, as the Prophet said:

"Awake, awake; put, on thy strength,

O Zion, put on thy beautiful garments,

O Jerusalem." What are these beauti-

ful garments? These beautiful garments

are the clothing upon with the author-

ity and power of the Holy Priesthood.

It is that which makes people beauti-

ful; it is that which makes people use-

ful; it is that which causes the Saints

to sing: "How beautiful upon the moun-

tains are the feet of Him that bringeth

good tidings, that publisheth peace; that

bringeth good tidings of good, that pub-

lisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion,

Thy God reigneth." It is that excellence

of the knowledge of God that makes

men and women beautiful, and makes

their acts delightful when they are per-

formed in righteousness in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ. I rejoice when

I look around and contemplate this pre-

cious privilege—that there is scarcely an

individual that has come to years of judg-

ment and understanding but is a par-

taker of some measure of the Priesthood,

if no more than the office of a Deacon

that can administer blessing by attend-

ing to the door, wait upon the tables, and

also by attending to other temporal du-

ties from time to time as they may occur.

Here let me say, that every officer

in the Church, from the Deacon up to

the Apostle, should realize that it is his

duty to endeavor to administer bless-

ings by the virtue of the calling of God

which is upon him; he ought to feel

thus, and every sister that is the wife

of such an husband should feel, if she

has received with him her blessings in

the house of the Lord, that it is her

privilege and duty to administer bless-

ings, comfort and happiness to her hus-

band, to her children, to her family and

household. Every one in all the Church

should be filled with a spirit of blessing.

The authority of the Priesthood should

cause a gushing forth from the fountain

of the heart, a bubbling forth of streams

of blessing, of consolation, of comfort and

of rejoicing, each should try to help and

benefit the other in every possible way.

Contemplate the immense army, I

may say of Seventies and Elders we have

among us; and what a work are they do-

ing in the nations, and what a work are

they doing and ought they to do at home

in preaching the Gospel to each other,

in encouraging and strengthening those

whose hands sometimes hang down, and

whose knees tremble; speaking comfort-

ing words to the Saints, saying, "Dear

brother, thy God reigneth, trust in him."

Notwithstanding all that we see on the

right hand and on the left, and all that

we hear, the Lord God has not forgotten

His people, nor has He forgotten to ed-

ucate and instruct them, in all that He

knows is for their greatest good, so that

by and by He may come and find a na-

tion of kings and priests who shall reign

with Him on the earth a thousand years.

We ought never to forget that we are in a

school of experience. Every brother and

every sister should feel that they exert

an influence that will tend for good or for

evil.

We ought to feel concerned for our

little ones. How precious they are!

Sometimes I hear the brethren tes-

tify how much good is being done

by the Relief Society and the As-

sociations. I want to hear them


