
have equal justice with me; and then I 
would expect to be protected in my rights. 
We have in Salt Lake City, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Roman Catholics, 
and all kinds. Do we interfere with them? 
No, not at all. Nobody persecutes them, 
but they do us in their weak way. They get 
up meetings and pass resolutions against 
us, poor, miserable “cootes.” They do not 
know any better; they do not know nor 
understand the rights of men as American 
citizens, much less about the Kingdom of 
God. So let them “resolute.” We believe 
in returning good for evil, right for wrong. 
Because they lie about us, that is no reason 
why we should lie about them; it would be 
bad enough many times to tell the truth 
about them, much less to resort to false-
hood. On the same grounds I would not 
wish to interfere with their political rights, 
nor have them interfere with mine. I think 
that is correct doctrine; it is good democ-
racy and good republicanism which we 
can all subscribe to. But because I would 
treat them right I would not want them to 
teach my children. I want good, honorable 
Latter-day Saints to teach my children be-
cause I want them taught correct principles 
and the fear of God along with their secular  
education.

It has been published in our papers 
about different religious bodies getting up  
resolutions against the “Mormons” to the  
effect that it is necessary something 
should be done to them. Well, what about  
it? Oh, let them “resolute;” our corn and 
potatoes grow just the same; so it makes 
but little difference. All we say is, “hands 
off.” We do not want it to go any further 
than talk. And if blab-mouthed people 
who do not like the truth choose to  
tell falsehoods about us, let them do

so. Who cares? I do not, and I do not 
think you care. And so in regard to other 
things. What will we do? Try to educate 
ourselves and our children, and get good 
teachers who fear God, who are honor-
able men and women, and who take de-
light to instil honorable principles into 
our children. And set them good examples 
at home, you fathers and mothers. You 
should never say a word or do an act which 
you would not want your children to copy 
after. The idea of men who profess to fear 
God, and some of them Elders in Israel, 
being addicted to swearing. It is a shame 
and a disgrace to high heaven, and this is 
sometimes done before their families; it 
is a shame. And then some men give way 
and say they have a bad temper: I would 
sell it for nothing, and give something 
to boot to get rid of it. I would be care-
ful that all my acts and doings were right. 
And it is right for heads of families to get 
their families together every morning and 
evening, and pray with them. Every man 
and woman to dedicate themselves to God; 
and in their secret prayers to ask God’s 
care over them during the day. That will 
not hurt any of you. That was the doctrine 
that Joseph Smith taught me; and I have 
always appreciated it. I would look upon 
it as a very great trial if I were stopping 
at a place and if I could not have my pri-
vate prayers. If we cannot lean upon God, 
what is our religion worth! Not much. 
We will treat our wives right. He is a  
mean man who would abuse a woman. 
I never liked to see a big dog bite a little 
one; but if a little dog bite a big one, it is 
not so reprehensible. And if a man abuse a  
woman, who is the weaker vessel, it is an  
outrage to me. Have you not made 
covenants with your wives for time and
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