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capstone, and finishes the edifice that

God Almighty hath ordained. Yet this el-

ement which lays at the foundation and

runs through the whole fabric of married

life, in and of itself is not sufficient to

produce and perpetuate that perfect hap-

piness which men and women desire in

this relationship. Man is a compound be-

ing. Woman is a compound being. There

are other feelings of the heart beside

affection and love, although these will

cover a multitude of sins. But it is nec-

essary for the best interests of the fam-

ily relation that the tastes and habits,

feelings and thoughts of the high con-

tracting parties should run pretty much

in the same direction—that is, so far

as intelligence is received. Hence we

have the apostolic injunction given to

the early Christians which said: "Be not

unequally yoked with unbelievers." This

was one of the commands given to the

early Christians; because it was realized

that though the fire of love may burn

fiercely in the early years of wedded life,

yet unless there is unity of sentiment, of

thought and of action in regard to the re-

ligion that married couples should pos-

sess, and that should be imposed upon

the children there will ever be a probabil-

ity of disintegration and disruption, and

this rule had its counterpart, or had its

origin, in ancient Israel. It was not in-

tended, as already stated, that the sons

of any of the tribes of Israel should take

to themselves wives of the nations that

were round about them; they were com-

manded strictly to keep with that family,

and where they failed in this, whether

as individuals or in a national capacity,

it brought down upon them the blight-

ing curse of the Almighty, and led them

finally to bondage, and to be carried

away to the ends of the earth, and so

many families in our Israel, after years

of suffering of counsel and command-

ment, have become in a measure lost

through the influence of misdirected and

disobedient love.

We all realize the influence that a

woman exerts over a man. A man, to

be sure, exerts a good deal of influence

over a woman. But I think the bulk of

experience will show that if even a good,

devoted Latter-day Saint woman should

be foolishly guilty of marrying outside

of the Church, or marrying a man in

the Church who is half-hearted, that her

children will retain more of her indi-

vidual impress than they will of the fa-

ther's. I think observation will establish

this fact: that where there is a devoted

father, and an indifferent, unbelieving

mother, the probabilities are that disin-

tegration will set into that family, and

that the majority of them will pass away

from the influence of the Church and

from the institutions of the Gospel. Not

that either of these conditions is good—

that is, they are not the best conditions.

The best conditions are where there is

a devoted man and a devoted woman,

or women, all laboring in the interests

of the Kingdom of God upon the earth,

and impressing their own individuality,

by the powers of an educational charac-

ter upon the posterity that God may give

them.

But in regard to this objectionable

form of marriage called polygamic, if

this marriage is an eternal principle, it

follows almost of necessity that there

will be a period in the experience of

thousands when it must be essentially

and eternally polygamic. How many

young wives are there who leave this

stage of action sometimes without chil-

dren, and sometimes leaving a little fam-


