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injustice; where every man is free; where
every woman is free; where there are thou-
sands of mankind that never marry at all,
and thousands of women who by law can-
not marry, there is room for the exercise
of the polygamic form thereof; so that, in
argument, the sacred books of old Israel,
the sacred books of Christendom, the sa-
cred books of the Mormons, or Latter-day
Saints, all tend to substantiate the idea that
marriage in the abstract is of God; and that
it is or has been of Him, both in the mono-
gamic and polygamic form. Still further,
these written revelations are not the only
evidence of the fact that monogamic mar-
riage and polygamic marriage are both sus-
ceptible of practice by the human family.
Who is there that is acquainted with
himself or herself—where is the man and
where is the woman who does not realize,
if they have attained to mature years and
experience, that all the functions of man-
hood and womanhood can be subserved in
both forms of marriage, and often better in
the polygamic. If in this ever present reve-
lation of the Almighty, of the finger of God
in man’s organization, and in woman’s, it
had been decreed that polygamy was an
immoral thing, and that it did violence
to either, then that would be evidence to
go against the sacred books that we have
received from the past, and from those of
the present; and if Joseph Smith had come
forth claiming to be a Prophet of God,
and had given a revelation testifying to
the necessity and advantage of polygamic
marriage, and this revelation had come
in contact with the revelation of man’s
experience, with the revelation written in
his own organization, then it would
have nullified itself; but it is in harmony
with such a revelation, and shows the
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possibility and susceptibility and natural
character of marriage in the polygamic
relation. During a certain debate held
in this house in regard to this very ques-
tion, Doctor Newman asserted that there
were evidences against this practice in the
Bible. I consider that the Bible has been
read by the Latter-day Saints as much
as ever it was read by Dr. Newman, al-
though they may not have done so in
the original tongue—they may not have
Leviticus 18:18—as he had it—but yet
they have that great gift of God which is
called common sense, to say nothing of
the inspiration of His Spirit, and they are
just as well able to understand the rev-
elations of the past as Doctor Newman
with all his knowledge of the original
rendition and meaning of the Hebrew
character.

And if a tree is to be judged by its
fruits, what of the whoredoms, the adul-
tery, the fornication, the prostitution of
women in monogamic nations? What of
sexual diseases, of blighted lives, of mar-
tyred women, of little graves dotting every
hillside and the resting places of the dead?
What of feticide, infanticide and abor-
tion? What of the decimated power and
numbers of the best society, what of their
liaisons and their divorce courts, and other
damning features which cling closely to the
skirts of modern Sodoms, the paragons and
promoters of monogamic marriage?

Dr. Newman also made another re-
mark something like this: that polygamy
was not intended for the poor man,
that it was intended for the kings of the
earth, overlooking the fact, however, that
Israel is a nation of kings and priests; so
that when he said that polygamy or
the practice of a plurality of wives was
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