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word and order of the Church and
Kingdom of God upon the earth, the light
that is within us will become darkness, and
then, as it is said, how great is that dark-
ness! We see sometimes men of that char-
acter. They are occasionally referred to as
cranks, or, as the Germans use that term,
sick. They lose the light, spirit and power
of God, and they do not comprehend the
order of the Church and Kingdom of God,
nor do they place themselves in the way to
obtain knowledge of these things. The first
thing they begin to do is to try to pervert
the order of God, and to find fault with
their brethren in the Holy Priesthood—
with their Bishops, with their Bishop’s
Counselors, with the High Council, per-
haps with the Presidents of Stakes, as the
case may be, or with the Apostles, or with
the First Presidency; no matter which, or
how, or when, or where. Now, if these men
were walking in the light as God is in the
light they would have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Christ would
cleanse them from all sin; but when they
begin to murmur and complain, to find
fault and to give way to improper influ-
ences, they give place to the devil, and he
takes possession just as fast and as far as he
can, and forces upon them feelings, ideas
and principles that are at variance with the
law and order, and word and will of God.
What, then, are we here for? What
did Jesus come to do? He tells us that
He “came not to do his own will, but the
will of his Father who sent him.” How
are we to obtain a knowledge of that
will? I will tell you what Joseph Smith
told me. I have frequently mentioned it.
Between forty and fifty years ago he said
to me this: “Elder Taylor, you have re-
ceived the Holy Ghost. Follow its teach-
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ings. Sometimes it will seem to you as
though it was hardly the right way. No
matter, follow its teachings, and it will
always lead you right, and if you do so
it will, by and by, become to you a prin-
ciple of revelation, so that you will know
all things that are necessary for you to be-
come acquainted with.” Now, I know that
is true. I know that he spoke the truth.
And I would say that it is the privilege of
every Elder in Israel who has received the
gift of the Holy Ghost, to follow its teach-
ings. What was said by one of the old
Apostles? “As many as are led by the Spirit
of God, are the sons of God.” Follow its
teachings, therefore, and do not give way
to your own feelings, nor to covetousness,
to pride, nor to vain glory; for we none
of us have anything to boast of. We have
none of us received anything but what
God has given us. If we possess light, or
intelligence, or a knowledge of the things
of God—which we do—from whence
did it emanate? From God our Heavenly
Father, through the medium that He has
appointed. I do not wish to dictate to Him
the way these things shall be done. I never
did. While Joseph Smith was on the earth
I looked to him as a Prophet of God, and I
do not believe I ever disobeyed Him in one
solitary thing that he ever required at my
hands, and I have been put in some pretty
tight places. But that was my feeling, that
was the idea I entertained towards the
Priesthood of the Son of God.

I have also lived in wards. I do not
know that I have ever disobeyed the re-
quests of a Bishop. Why? Because he pre-
sided over me in a ward capacity, and if
he had a right to respect me as an Apostle,
I had a right to respect him as a Bishop,
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