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and I always felt a desire to comply with

all the requirements that were made of

me by any of the proper authorities. I

feel and always have felt the same to-

wards Teachers. If a Teacher came to

my house—or Teachers, they generally

come two at a time—if I happened to be

there I have told them that I felt happy

to meet with them, and I called together

the members of my family that were

within my reach, and told them that the

Teachers had come to instruct us. Per-

mit me here to ask, have not I a right—

say as the President of the Church, or as

an Apostle, which I was for many years—

have not I a right, or my family a right to

possess the same privileges that others

possess, and to have the Teachers come

to inquire after my welfare and that of

my family, and to see that there is no

wrong existing—have not I that right? I

think I have. If they are the servants of

God, have not I a right to listen to them?

Yes, I have, and I feel it my duty to re-

ceive them kindly, treat them properly

and listen to their teaching.

On the other hand, when the Teach-

ers got through, I might give them a

little instruction, say as an Apostle, or

as a brother—put it any way you like;

that while I and my family were receiv-

ing benefits from them, it was my duty,

on the other hand, to teach and instruct

them in some things that I thought

might benefit them.

Now, these are correct principles in

the Church and Kingdom of God. The

Teacher occupies his place; the Priest

and Deacon occupy their places; the El-

der occupies his place; the Bishop his

place; the High Councils their places;

the Presidents of Stakes their places,

and every one in his position ought

to be honored—the Twelve in their

place, the First Presidency in their

place—each one yielding proper respect

and courtesy and kindness to the other.

And when we talk about great big per-

sonages, there is no such thing. We are

none of us anything only as God confers

blessings upon us, and if He has con-

ferred anything upon us, we will give

Him the glory.

Having been called to these positions,

God expects that we will honor them;

that we will esteem it an honor to be

the messengers of salvation, the legates

of the skies, to the nations of the earth.

We have a great work to perform both

at home and abroad. We are preach-

ing the Gospel to the inhabitants of the

earth. Israel is being gathered home to

Zion. And in Zion we are rearing tem-

ples to the name of the Most High God.

And I will tell you how I feel—that as

these temples are advancing, while we

are preparing holy places in which to ad-

minister the ordinances of God pertain-

ing to the living and the dead—I feel

that we ought to begin to prepare our-

selves to enter into these holy places,

and to feel that we are the sons of God

without rebuke in the midst of a crooked

and perverse generation. We ought to

wake up and put our houses in order,

and our hearts in order; we ought to con-

form to the word, the will, and the law of

God; we ought to let God rule in Zion, to

let His law be written upon our hearts,

and to feel the responsibility of the great

work we are called upon to perform. We

should see that our bodies and our spir-

its are pure, and that they are free from

contamination of every kind. We are

here to build up the Zion of God, and to

this end we must subject our bodies and

our spirits to the law, to the word, and


