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us not imagine that God has established
His work to take pattern in its methods of
procedure and management after the cor-
rupt nations of the earth. He has not done
s0.

We live under a Government, the best
that ever was formed by man upon this
earth—a Government in which every hu-
man being can live without interfering
with the rights of others in the practice
of the principles which God reveals. God
has purposely arranged this. He raised up
wise men to lay the foundation of this
Government, and He defended them
against the mother country, and enabled
them to achieve victory over the great-
est power there was upon the face of the
earth—the power of Great Britain. He
gave them power to form a Constitution
under which every man and woman can
dwell in perfect freedom—that is, if they
wanted to do right. This land has been
dedicated to liberty, dedicated by the Lord
our God, and by men who have lived
upon this land, to liberty, and as long as
this land shall be a land of liberty it will
be a blessed land to the inhabitants there-
of; but when it ceases to be a land of lib-
erty, then as sure as God has spoken, this
Government will go down—that is, any
Government will, that will war against the
principles of liberty—and the men who
are now engaged in their assaults upon
us because of our religion, are traitors to
this Government, and they are the most
deadly enemies to the Government of the
United States that can be found anywhere
upon the face of the earth. They are laying
the axe at the root of the tree, and are tak-
ing measures to destroy this Government,
because it can only, as I have said,
be preserved by maintaining the principles
of liberty that are contained in the
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Constitution which God gave to the
land, or which He inspired men to frame
for the land. But in our contention for
liberty—for we today are the defenders
of the Constitution, and we shall have
Constitutional principles to maintain and
defend in the courts of the nation, we are
being forced into this duty and position—
God will bless us and preserve us, and
carry us off triumphantly, and the words
of Joseph, which were inspired by the
Almighty, will be fulfilled to the very let-
ter, namely, that the Elders of this Church
will be the men who will uphold and
maintain the Constitution of the United
States, when others are seeking to trample
it in the dust, and to destroy it. We are a
free people—Ilet others seek to bring us
into bondage as they may—we are a free
people, with the perfect right to worship
our God and to carry into effect the princi-
ples that He has revealed. And if the whole
world array themselves against us, and the
combined power of the nation pits itself
against this work, they must go down in
the struggle, because they are occupying a
false position. If fifty hundred millions of
people were to say the contrary, no matter,
the principle still remains true, that under
the Constitution in this land, a man has a
perfect right to do that which God requires
at his hands as long as he does not intrude
upon the rights of his neighbor.

If one man stood alone in this position,
and millions of men were to say it is not so,
that lone man would still be right. We have
that right. God has given it to us under the
Constitution of the land in which we dwell,
and if men enact laws and pile one law
upon another until they reach to the sky, it
would not change this. It is an eternal
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