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Elder, or some other office in the Priest-

hood. This explanation gave a very dif-

ferent view to men who did not under-

stand our organization, and whose igno-

rance was taken advantage of. In the

world there are a fewmen in religious so-

cieties, who hold leading positions, hold

what we would call, if in our Church, the

Priesthood, and the rest are debarred,

and are mere laymen. But it is not so

with us. The bulk of the Mormon peo-

ple hold the Priesthood, and every man

of repute of any age is an officer in the

Church. It is said that the members of

our Legislature are men who are promi-

nent in the Priesthood. How could it be

otherwise? If a man is energetic and has

any talent he of course holds some po-

sition in the Priesthood, and he is very

apt to hold some prominent place. But

does this prevent him from acting in a

civil office, and from dealing justly and

wisely for the good of the people? No,

we have proved to our entire satisfaction,

that this is not the case.

When we look at Utah Territory to-

day, and compare it with other Terri-

tories it will be conceded by everybody

who is impartial that the position of af-

fairs here is equal to, if not much better

than the position of affairs in any other

Territory and in many of the States.

Has that been because there has been

a union of Church and State. No, it is

not due to that; for that has never ex-

isted here. Has it been because there

has been oneman dictating everything—

has it been due to that entirely? No; for

no one man has done this. But it has

been because the men who have acted in

these capacities have been men of wis-

dom, and the people have had confidence

in them. Wherever we go as a peo-

ple, we carry with us our religion. You

cannot dissever our religion from our

lives. It is a part of our lives, and, of

course, because of this, we are exposed

to those charges that are made against

us. Yet at the same time, I do not be-

lieve there is a people to be found within

the confines of the Republic who draw

the line more strictly between religious

and civil affairs, and between Church

and State, than do the Latter-day Saints.

We are living in peculiar times. I

think the youth of this community—

those who are growing up now—should

closely observe that which is being done.

It is an important epoch. Events are

taking place now that are worthy of our

remembrance, and we are being put in

a position to be tested thoroughly. The

contest seems to be narrowed down to

this point—whether we shall be able to

live as a people and enjoy our rights as

members of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, or not. Formerly, the

question was soon solved. A mob would

form itself against us, and by force of su-

perior numbers, and backed by a public

opinion that was too strong for us to con-

tend with, we had to vacate our homes

and flee. The alternative was presented

to us of flight, or the abandonment of our

religion. This is not quite the alterna-

tive now presented before us. The ques-

tion is, will you abandon your religion?

Will you renounce those principles that

God has revealed to you, and which He

has declared are essential to salvation

and exaltation in His Kingdom—will you

renounce them? Will you renounce obe-

dience to the Priesthood of the Son of

God? If you will I expect you can enjoy

some sort of peace—a peace that would

be the peace of death. Who will accept

it? Will any true Latter-day Saint? No;


