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no true Latter-day Saint will accept that.

What next? You cannot have your rights

as citizens. You must be put under

bonds. You must have penalties affixed

to your practice or to your faith. If

you continue to be Latter-day Saints you

must be discriminated against. That is

another alternative presented to us. Will

we accept that? Yes. I believe that I

speak your feelings. I believe I give voice

to them when I say that you are will-

ing, all of you, to take this choice and

these consequences. What next? Will a

mob come and drive us from our homes?

Not yet. You will see fun whenever that

occurs. That is not in the program as

I view it at present. No mobs. What

then, shall we do? We shall have to con-

tend in the courts; we shall have to make

this a legal fight. It is mobocracy in le-

gal form and in legal guise that now at-

tacks us. It comes to us in a shape that

we can meet better than we could the

old forms, when a mob banded together

and came in such overwhelming num-

bers that we could not resist it. It may

be just as wicked. The present mode

of attack may be just as cruel; the ul-

timate object may be just as bad in ev-

ery sense and in every respect; but it can

be met in a different form and in a dif-

ferent way. We have to contend now for

our rights in the courts of the land; we

must see whether there is a willingness

on the part of those who hold authority

as judges, to give us our rights, and in

this way we shall test the nation, our

Government, and prove whether there is

a willingness on the part of those who ad-

minister the government to give us those

rights that belong to us as American cit-

izens. If they do not, who will be the suf-

ferers! We shall suffer to some extent;

but our sufferings will be light compared

with those that will fall upon the men

who shall prove untrue and recreant to

the principles of liberty and truth.

Now, I look forward myself with great

pleasure to the future. Every step of this

kind that we take is an assurance of that

which is to come. We cannot press for-

ward as a people; we cannot become the

people that God designs we shall be, and

that He has predicted we shall be, with-

out having just such contests as these.

They are the natural consequences of

the position that we occupy, and of the

growth and development of this people.

But the same God that protected this

Church when it was but a small hand-

ful, a few individuals, still reigns, and

His promises are as much to be relied

upon as they were when the mob drove

the Latter-day Saints out of Missouri;

as much to be relied upon as when,

in that dark hour, the mob killed our

Prophet and our Patriarch, and after-

wards compelled the Saints to flee from

their homes; as much to be relied upon

as when we came to these valleys; they

are just as reliable today as they were

then. It is for us to so live that when

we call upon Him that we do so with an

assurance that we have done our duty,

that there is nothing lacking on our part

so far as human and mortal beings can

do. We have our sins, our frailties, our

many weaknesses; but God looks down

in mercy upon them when we repent of

them, and show a disposition to put them

away from us. When we are in this con-

dition we can call upon Him and leave

ourselves to His mercy, with the full as-

surance that He has always stood by His

faithful people, His faithful servants and

handmaidens, and that He will not for-

sake them in any hour of extremity or

of peril. He will stand by them; He will


