
we been any more unhappy? Have we had 
any less prosperity? Has the sun shone less 
upon us? Has Heaven withdrawn its smile 
from us? Have our fields been less fruit-
ful? Have our children been less numer-
ous? Has any blessing that we value been 
withheld or withdrawn from us because of 
these things! If they have I am not aware 
of it. I cannot think of any evil that has 
come upon us as a people. I look over 
the past; I review the acts of the wicked; 
I review their combinations; I review the 
many conspiracies that have been formed, 
the many determinations that have been 
reached to destroy us, to cripple us, to de-
prive us of our rights, and I must confess 
to you this day, my brethren and sisters, 
in the presence of our Father, that I can-
not think of a single thing that has been 
done that we could call injurious to us as 
a people; not a single thing. With all the 
force that has been arrayed against us, 
with all the threats that have been made 
about us, we have lived, we have pros-
pered, we have increased, we have been 
blessed of the Lord. You know how blessed 
you have been in your families, in your 
homes. You know how much peace has 
reigned there; how much you have had 
in your hearts, and in your meetings, and 
in your associations. You know how free 
you have been from fear and from trepida-
tion. You have not suffered in your feel-
ings, for God has given unto you a peace 
that the world cannot bestow, that the 
world cannot take away. The world has not 
given unto us those blessings; the world 
cannot take them away from us; they are 
ours, given unto us by God our Eternal 
Father. They will still be given unto us. 
God’s promises will be verified to the very  
letter.

But you watch the men who have

fought against this work. Watch the men 
who have apostatized from this work. Ask 
yourselves what their fate has been. Where 
are the men who have sought to oppress 
the people of Utah? Where are they to-
day? Who is there among them that has 
prospered in this work of oppression? Go 
through the list of Governors, Judges, and 
other officers. Go through the list of those 
who have held any office, and who have 
sought the oppression of the people and 
the destruction of their liberties, through 
their spirit of antagonism to the work of 
God, and their desire to destroy it—go 
through the list of them, and ask, who 
among them has had prosperity and has 
been blessed, and to whom we can look 
and say, “Oh, how successful that man has 
been; how he has prospered in fighting the 
Mormons!” Is there any such man among 
them? You are familiar with the names of 
apostates who have left this work through 
fear or some other cause, corrupt in their 
lives or for some other reason? Can you re-
call among the long list of men who have 
come out and pitted themselves against 
this work of our God, any who have pros-
pered and had happy lives? Is there any of 
them with whom you, the humblest of you 
today, the humblest, the poorest of you 
Latter-day Saints—is there one of them 
with whom you would exchange places to-
day? Not one. I am sure that I can reply 
for the whole of you—that is, there is not 
one in that long list of names of men who 
were once members of this church, who 
have come out against it, with whom you  
would exchange places; not one.

Why then, should we fear? Why should 
we tremble? Why should we be afraid of that 
which is threatened? I tell you in the name 
of the Lord He will stand by us, He will
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