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transpire among them, and I feel sorry.

Do you feel sorry for yourself? Not at all,

not at all. Do you feel sorry for your peo-

ple? Not at all, not at all. The Lord God

has revealed unto us great and eternal

principles which reach beyond this earth

into the eternal heavens, and which have

put us in possession of light and truth

and intelligence, and promises and bless-

ings that the world are ignorant of and

do not and cannot comprehend. I feel ev-

ery day to bless the name of the God of

Israel, and feel like shouting, "Hosanna!

Hosanna!! Hosanna!!! to the God of Is-

rael, Amen and Amen," who will rule

among the nations of the earth, and ma-

nipulate things according to the coun-

sel of His own will. These are my feel-

ings in regard to these matters. But

then I feel interested in the welfare of

my brethren and sisters, and when I see

their rights interfered with and tram-

pled ruthlessly under foot, I feel that

there is something at work that ought

not to be, and yet that is quite neces-

sary to teach us some of the principles

of human nature, that we may be able to

discern between the good, the virtuous,

the upright and the holy; and the im-

pure, the foolish, the vindictive, the cor-

rupt, the lascivious, and those who are

trampling under foot the laws and prin-

ciples of eternal truth. God has revealed

unto us certain principles pertaining to

the future which men may take objec-

tion to. He has revealed unto us cer-

tain principles pertaining to the perpetu-

ity of man and of woman; pertaining to

the sacred rights and obligations which

existed from the beginning; and He has

told us to obey these laws. The nation

tells us, "If you do we will persecute you

and proscribe you." Which shall we obey?

I would like to obey and place myself

in subjection to every law of man. What

then? Am I to disobey the law of God?

Has any man a right to control my con-

science, or your conscience, or to tell me

I shall believe this or believe the other,

or reject this or reject the other? No

man has a right to do it. These prin-

ciples are sacred, and the forefathers of

this nation felt so and so proclaimed it

in the Constitution of the United States,

and said "Congress shall make no law

respecting an establishment of religion,

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof."

Now, I believe they have violated that,

and have violated their oaths, those that

have engaged in these things and passed

that law, and those that are seeking to

carry it out. Congress and the President

of the United States and the Judiciary,

and all administrators of the law are as

much bound by that instrument as I am

and as you are, and have sworn to main-

tain it inviolate. It is for them to settle

these matters between themselves and

their God. That is my faith in relation

to this matter. Yet by their action they

are interfering with my rights, my lib-

erty and my religion, and with those sa-

cred principles that bind me to my God,

to my family, to my wives and my chil-

dren; and shall I be recreant to all these

noble principles that ought to guide and

govern men? No, Never! No, NEVER!

NO, NEVER! I can endure more than I

have done, and all that God will enable

me to endure, I can die for the truth;

but I cannot as an honorable man dis-

obey my God at their behest, forsake

my wives and my children, and trample

these holy and eternal obligations under

foot, that God has given me to keep, and

which reach into the eternities that are

to come. I won't do it, so help me, God.


