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that under the circumstances it will be bet-
ter for me or for you to leave this place;
you can take your choice. They had their
homes down here which they now inhabig;
which were quite comfortable. So I said to
them, you can go there and I will stay here,
or you can stay at the Gardo House and I
will go there or somewhere else; for I wish
to conform to this Edmunds law as much
as [ can.”

I am always desirous to let everything
have its perfect working. We talk some-
times about patience having its perfect
work. If we have laws passed against us I
like to see them have a fair opportunity
to develop and see what the result will be.
These were my feelings then, and they are
my feelings today.

Well, do you think, then, that the
people have been outraged? I most certain-
ly do. The usage has been in all legal tri-
als among all civilized nations to presume
that all men are innocent until proven
guilty; but we now have test oaths intro-
duced, which is another violation of the
Constitution and by which an attempt is
being made to hold all men guilty until
they prove themselves innocent. Again:
there is a usage which has existed among
the civilized nations, and in this nation
also, that a man must be tried by a jury
of his peers, selected from the vicinage,
but the juries selected for our courts are
composed today of our bitter persecu-
tors and our most relentless enemies,
and in many instances selected from
the lowest and most debased men who
can be found or picked up from the gut-
ters. We also have another class of courts
improvised for the occasion in the shape
of “U. S. Commissioners’ courts,” which
are operated and run after the order of the
ancient notorious “Star Chamber.” Such
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institutions provoke the contempt of all
honorable men, and the parties assuming
such offices place themselves in a position
to be despised of their fellows. I might
enumerate many other outrages, but time
will not permit on this occasion. No man’s
liberties are safe under such administra-
tion. What will be the result? The result
will be that those that sow the wind will
reap the whirlwind. When men begin to
tear down the barriers and tamper with
the fundamental principles and institu-
tions of our country, they are playing a
very dangerous game, and are severing
the bonds which hold society together,
and the beginning of these irregularities
is like the letting out of water. The next
step that followed the Edmunds Act, was
the introduction of a test oath. The leg-
islation already provided was not good
enough for some of our officials here and
another portion of the Constitution must
be broken to introduce a test oath without
any authority. I think this was introduced
by our Governor. Then comes another
class of men called Commissioners, rath-
er a new idea in American Government.
Yet it was thought necessary that ex-
traordinary operations should be entered
into in relation to the Mormons. Why?
Because it is necessary that they should
be dealt with differently from anybody
else.

Now, I have seen some of my brethren
shot to pieces in cold blood and under
the protection of the State Government,
and the promise of the Governor made to
myself and Dr. John M. Bernhisel, who is
sometime ago dead. In Missouri a great deal
of that thing was done. In Georgia lately,
and in Tennessee acts of the same kind have
been perpetrated. Now, I want to know if
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