
any of these beasts or reptiles; avoid them 
as much as you can, and take care they 
do not bite you. [Laughter.] And get out 
of the way as much as you can. What? 
Won’t you submit to the dignity of the 
law? Well, I would if the law would only 
be a little dignified. But when we see the 
ermine bedraggled in the mud and mire, 
and every principle of justice violated, it 
behooves men to take care of themselves 
as best they may. That is what I have told 
people while I have been in the south—
to take care of their liberties, to put their 
trust in the living God, to obey every con-
stitutional law, and to adhere to all correct 
principles. But when men tamper with 
your rights and with your liberties, when 
the cities are full of spies and the low-
est and meanest of men are set to watch 
and dog your footsteps; when little chil-
dren are set in array against their fathers 
and mothers, and women and children 
are badgered before courts, and made to 
submit, unprotected, to the gibes of lib-
ertines and corrupt men; when wives and 
husbands are pitted against each other 
and threatened with pains, penalties and 
imprisonment, if they will not disclose 
that which among all decent people is 
considered sacred, and which no man 
of delicacy, whose sensibilities had not 
been blunted by low associations, would 
ever ask; when such a condition of af-
fairs exists, it is no longer a land of lib-
erty, and it is certainly no longer a land 
of equal rights, and we must take care of 
ourselves as best we may, and avoid be-
ing caught in any of their snares. I can-
not think that this crusade is aimed en-
tirely at us; from many circumstances that 
have transpired, I have been led to believe 
that whilst we are made the victims, these 
proceedings are introduced as a political

ruse, for the purpose of embarrassing the 
incoming administration. What would you 
do? Would you fight them? No. I would 
take care of myself as best I can, and I 
would advise my brethren to do the same. 
Would you resist law? No. As I said before, 
I can stand it if they can. It is for us to do 
what is right, to fear God, to observe His 
laws, and keep His commandments, and 
the Lord will manage all the rest. But no 
breaking of heads, no bloodshed, no ren-
dering evil for evil. Let us try and cultivate 
the spirit of the Gospel, and adhere to the 
principles of truth. Let us honor our God, 
and be true to those eternal principles 
which God has given us to hold sacred. 
Keep them as sacredly as you would the 
apple of your eye. And while other men are 
seeking to trample the Constitution under 
foot, we will try to maintain it. We have 
prophecies something like this somewhere; 
that the time would come when this na-
tion would do as they are now doing—
that is, they would trample under foot the 
Constitution and institutions of the na-
tion, and the Elders of this Church would 
rally around the standard and maintain 
those principles which were introduced for 
the freedom and protection of men. We 
expect to do that, and to maintain all cor-
rect principle. I will tell you what you will 
see by and by. You will see trouble, trouble, 
trouble enough in these United States.  
And as I have said before I say today, I  
tell you in the name of God, Woe! to  
them that fight against Zion, for God will 
fight against them. But let us be on the  
side of human liberty and human rights, 
and the protection of all correct principles 
and laws and government, and main- 
tain every principle that is upright and 
virtuous and honorable, and let the world
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