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whom He had revealed them. No. The

word of instruction, the word of reve-

lation, the word of counsel has always

been for man to live by every word

that proceeds from the mouth of God;

to keep inviolate the ordinances of God;

to preserve the principles of truth and

righteousness intact, and never to con-

sider for one moment that man can gain

his salvation by giving up or resigning

any principle or law that God has said

is necessary for the accomplishment of

His purposes, which purposes we under-

stand to be the salvation of mankind and

the redemption of the world. Any plan

less than the one devised by Him is im-

perfect; anything else will not save the

first one of us. It is God's law and God's

law alone that will deliver Israel from

his enemies. It is by perfect confidence

in the word of the Lord, and by will-

ing, humble obedience to all His require-

ments, accepting all His providences as

for our best good, that we shall be deliv-

ered. Do you ever recollect? Have you

ever heard of a time in any age or dispen-

sation since this earth first rolled forth

from the presence of God, that men pro-

fessing to be His servants have gained

anything in this life or for the next by fal-

tering in their obedience to the require-

ments of heaven, by laying aside the ar-

mor of faith, by turning from that which

they had espoused, and which they re-

alized to be of God? If you have ever

heard of such a people, if you have ever

known such a time, your reading and

your experience have been different to

mine. Judging by the experience of the

Saints in the past, and judging by our

own experience in this dispensation—as

far as I know it has all gone to prove

that the closer we cleave to the Lord,

the nearer He will draw unto us, the

greater will be the manifestations of His

power in our behalf, and the sooner will

be our triumph over those who seek to

injure us.

We have no conflict with the world

only as they may bring it upon us. We

are the friends of all mankind. We are

sent forth to preach life and salvation to

every soul who will hearken and obey.

Our mission is one of good will to all men

the wide world over. We seek the hurt

or injury of no people upon the face of

the earth. The principles that we pro-

claim are those which the Savior Him-

self taught to the sons and daughters of

mankind when He was here upon the

earth, and which His disciples in after

years taught also. They are peace on

earth and goodwill to all men. Does

any man ever injure his brother or his

sister—be they members of the Church

of Jesus Christ, or of any church, or

of no church whatever—be they Chris-

tian, Mahommedan, heathen or Jew—by

following the teachings which God has

given through His servants in this age

in which we are living? I say emphati-

cally, no; under no circumstances what-

ever. The Gospel that we preach will

do all men good. There are no excep-

tions to this rule. It will teach us all to

be loving, to be virtuous, to be temper-

ate; it will teach us to seek to live near

unto God, that we may become godlike;

it will teach us to treat all men aright, to

infringe upon the privileges or rights of

none, but to teach to them those princi-

ples that will make them better and hap-

pier here on the earth, and bring to them

eternal salvation in the world to come.

Then why are we maligned, as

Brother Partridge has spoken of!

Why are we hated? Why are we

misrepresented? For surely there

never were people who were more


