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ought to understand these things. It is

our duty to do so.

I desire now to refer to a particu-

lar expression in the epistle which has

just been read, wherein the brethren of

the First Presidency have exhorted the

Saints not to allow themselves to commit

any overt act. No matter how much you

are worried, no matter howmuch you are

aggravated by the acts of the ungodly, do

not do a thing that you could afterwards

be sorry for. Do nothing that could let

blood stick to one of you. Bear with every

impious insult. Put up with it as Christ

did when he was hanging upon the cross

and his life's blood oozing out from his

heart, and his spirit ready to depart,

and say "Father forgive them, for they

know not what they do." That is the way

we want to look as far as we can upon

those who are oppressing and injuring

us, breaking up our homes, and scatter-

ing our women and children to the four

winds. It is something that could not be

allowed in the old monarchial countries,

which are looked upon as being measur-

ably beneath the United States in the

matter of a constitutional government,

and yet we see men among us who are

ready to demolish the very sanctity of

home, lay waste and destroy that which

lies at the very foundation of all law, nat-

ural and governmental. It is painful; it

is sorrowful. Let us pity while they are

so blind, so ignorant, so ill-natured, and

so willing to depart from good govern-

ment, even to enact laws to prevent their

fellowcitizens from worshipping God ac-

cording to the dictates of their own con-

science. But, for my own part, I feel like

the First Presidency in this matter. Let

us commit no overt act, which in any

event we could be sorry for.

We never saw a time when we had

reason to feel more thankful and lifted

up in our hearts before the living God

than the present. Why? Because the

Savior said: "Woe unto you, when all

men shall speak well of you! for so did

their fathers to the false prophets." But

says He, "Blessed are ye, whenmen shall

hate you, and when they shall separate

you from their company, and shall re-

proach you, and cast out your name as

evil, for the Son of Man's sake."

I wish to exhort the Saints to fre-

quent their closets more than they do;

to neglect not their prayers night and

morning, and in the season thereof fail

not to bow the knee and call your sons

and daughters around you. If you do

this, by and by your sons and daughters

will rise up and call you blessed; if you

do not they will get cold and depart from

truth and the faith of the living God, and

that will bring the greatest sorrow you

can conceive of. This is a time when we

are called upon to bring our practical re-

ligion into use, to put on the whole armor

of God, and to trust in Him. The Sav-

ior said He could call to His help more

than twelve legions of angels; more than

the Roman hosts; but He knowing the

great purposes of Jehovah could go like

a lamb to the slaughter. He understood

those purposes, could curb His powers,

control His feelings, and could make a

manly fight for righteousness and truth,

and carry out the decrees of heaven. Can

we do so? Can you and I do so? If we

cannot, can we be counted worthy to be

called His brethren, and Saviors upon

Mount Zion? We have got to be consid-

erably more like him than we are before

we attain unto all those excellencies that

are promised.

Inasmuch as the work of God

spreads, and its influence and potency


