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It affords me pleasure to meet again

with the Saints in Zion, and to have the

privilege of mingling with the people of

God in a general conference. It is some-

time since I had this privilege, and I

can assure you that I appreciate it very

much. I do not think it is possible for me

to express in proper language my feel-

ings in regard to my mountain home. I

never learned but one verse of poetry in

my life, and that one I have repeated

many times, and I do not know but what

it would be well for me to repeat it this

morning. The verse to which I allude

says:

"There is a magical tie in the land

of my home, That the heart can-

not break, though the footsteps may

roam, Be that land where it may, at

the line or the pole, It still holds

the magnet that draws back my soul."

Such is the case this morning in aris-

ing to address you for a short time. What

the Lord may have for me to say to you

I cannot imagine. For a few months past

I have not addressed any congregations;

I have been visiting; I have been reason-

ing with my friends upon the principles

of the Gospel, and seeking to enlighten

them in regard to my position. Having

accepted the Gospel, and dedicated my

life to the preaching of the same, I was

desirous that my kindred should hear it.

I have not been idle, but have been labor-

ing with zeal to impress upon them the

nature of the latter-day work. I did not

go there expecting to make converts but

to relieve my friends of prejudice. I have

found, so to speak, that my utterances

have fallen on stony ground outside of

my kindred and that while I was re-


