
ceived with kindness, and trust that good 
may in time come from my labors in cer-
tain directions, yet I cannot say, as many 
have said, that I have accomplished much 
good, and that I have removed a world of 
prejudice. I trust, however, that I may have 
done some good during the past few weeks 
among my kindred in the Eastern States.

As you are aware, in 1882 I was sent by 
my brethren to preside for a season over 
the European mission. I proceeded to my 
field of labor with some dubiety in regard 
to my own self. My former experience 
upon the island of Great Britain had been 
such that I was really fearful in regard to 
my health. For five years after my first mis-
sion to the British Isles, I had never passed 
a night in sound and perfect sleep. I suf-
fered from a cold contracted on that mis-
sion. On my departure in 1882, however, 
my brethren promised me I should go in 
peace; that I should enjoy good health; that 
the blessings of the Lord should be around 
me; and that I should be enabled to accom-
plish the object for which I was sent forth. 
And while I went with some foreboding 
with regard to myself, still it appears I 
had to return to Great Britain, to lose that 
which had seized upon me on a former  
mission.

I found upon my arrival in that land a 
corps of very excellent Elders. The mis-
sion was in a very good condition, with an 
earnest and determined lot of missionar-
ies who were willing to do anything that 
might be required at their hands for the 
furtherance of the purposes of the Lord. 
I found, however, upon investigation and 
mingling with my brethren, that the road 
seemed to be hedged up in a manner so 
that they could not accomplish that which

their hearts desired. After visiting vari-
ous conferences, and giving the brethren 
such instructions and counsel as the spirit 
suggested as to the best method to reach 
the people, getting their views and the re-
sult of their experience in the field, some 
of them having been there for a year or 
two—it was decided, on the suggestion 
of several, that an effort be made to dis-
tribute more of the written word than had 
heretofore been done. Communications 
were addressed to the Presidency of the 
Church, and by their consent a system 
of tract distribution was inaugurated and 
has been followed systematically from that 
day to this. What the result may be in the 
future we cannot say. Nevertheless, we 
have done the best we could in our minis-
trations among the people, and have striv-
en with the power that the Lord has given 
us to warn our fellow men of the reestab-
lishment of the Kingdom of God. The 
Elders that have been sent to labor un-
der my watchcare and counsel, have been 
men of worth. It is a matter of pride to 
me that those who have been sent to labor 
under my direction have been good and 
humble men. Many of them have been 
young men, reared in these mountains—
that were taken from the farm, from the 
stock range, from the store, and from the 
work bench. They had received compara-
tively little training in the ministry; but a 
few weeks time has developed them, and 
they have gone forward in faith; the Lord 
has blessed them in their administrations. 
I have had much joy and satisfaction in la-
boring with them, and in all my ministra-
tions and counsels to them I believe they 
have listened to them and sought to the 
best of their ability to carry out these coun-
sels, and labor for the advancement of the
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