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us. All I said to him was, "Wait and

see." That is what I propose to do—wait

and see, just wait and see. I have been

waiting frommy childhood, and expect to

continue to wait. It is possible that a few

men like myself maybe hustled within

the prison walls; it is possible that a few

"Mormons" may be outraged and ban-

ished from their native land; it is possi-

ble that men may follow us to the death;

but while men die, systems continue to

live and grow, and the powers of earth

and hell can never check their advance-

ment and development. Such is the case

in regard to the work we have embraced.

It is a living work. It is one of the ac-

tive forces in nature. It is backed by the

powers of heaven, and ye are its emis-

saries sent here at this time to aid in

its advancement. The Gospel must be

preached; the nations of the earth must

be warned, and this nation, or any other

nation, will fall beneath the judgment of

an enraged God if they reject the mes-

sage of glad tidings, which our Father

has offered them for their exaltation in

His kingdom. The work of God must

conquer every foe, it must overcome ev-

ery opposing force, and it will accomplish

that destiny as sure as there is a God in

heaven. Write it upon the page of his-

tory; stamp it upon your souls; for deity

has designed that it should be the case.

I find in mingling among the people

in the east, that the moving force to-

day against the Latter-day Saints is not

the politicians of the country. The politi-

cians, so far as they are concerned would

care little about us, but there are be-

hind them the people. There are first

the ministers of the Gospel. I do not

desire to speak harshly of the minis-

ters that live among us, or make charges

against them, for I have been away for

some time; but this fact is patent to every

one—that the fervor against the "Mor-

mons" is worked up right from our own

homes, and largely by Christian minis-

ters. Letters are written to the minis-

ters of the country; the ministers work

upon their flocks. Go among many of

the peoples of the east—among the old

Puritan stock, of which my fathers are

descendants—and you will find that the

tales of the horrors of Mormonism are

of the most startling character. This I

discovered while visiting among my rel-

atives in New England.

They were all more or less prejudiced

against Mormonism; but I trust that the

little light I was able to throw upon the

question may result in good. The New

Englanders as a rule, have but small

families, and the evil practices that are

resorted to by many to prevent their hav-

ing children at all, will be the means of

carrying them down to the pit.

Now, brethren and sisters, whom

have we wronged? Whom have we

wronged by peopling this desert land?

Nobody. If there was anybody wronged

it was the red man, and he has not been

wronged but blessed; for we have tried to

feed instead of fight him. The first prin-

ciple of the Gospel is faith. Whom have

we hurt if we have faith? Then there

is the principle of repentance. Whom

have we injured if we have repented?

Is anybody hurt? Is the government

hurt? Does repentance beget hostil-

ity to the government? If we make a

covenant with God in the waters of bap-

tism that we will be pure, is anybody

wronged? No! Have we plotted for the

overthrow and destruction of the govern-

ment in which we live because the hands


