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of the servants of God have been laid

upon our heads and they have bestowed

upon us the Holy Ghost, the witness of

the Spirit that shall guide us into all

truth? No. Have you or I made a contract

with our God to wage antagonism to the

institutions of the country in which we

live, or sign allegiance to any other gov-

ernment upon the earth? I have not.

I have sworn allegiance to the govern-

ment in which I live. My labors as a

man are in the interests of humanity—

the freedom of man; that his conscience

may not be chained up; that his body

may not be bowed down with the yoke

of tyranny; but that before God he may

stand erect, fearless and strong, deter-

mined to benefit and bless the human

family. Need we be fearful in regard

to these things? I think not. There

is one that will recompense at the last

day; and the man who denies the other

his liberties, who binds him in chains,

who ties him to the rack, is the man

who should tremble when the reckon-

ing of Deity is made with His sons and

daughters. We might go through all the

principles of the faith we have espoused

and then ask who is wronged? We have

made grass grow where it did not grow

before. If we have built homes, if we

pay taxes for the sustenance and gov-

ernment of the cities and towns that are

to be found upon this once sterile spot,

and which was once the great American

desert, who is wronged? No one. Who

has raised a standard against the gov-

ernment in which we live? Not one of us.

But you believe in the Priesthood. You

accept of a system of government that

is most perfect on the face of the earth.

Who is wronged if we do? You have not

changed it. It has not changed you. It

has not wronged you; and that which we

have accepted we have accepted of our

own free will and choice, recognizing the

fact that Deity has required it at our

hands. Who is injured if my wife makes

a sacrifice with me and takes into our

home one of her sisters and makes her

my wife. If she makes the sacrifice; if

I shoulder the additional responsibility,

and open the door that will save one of

Eve's fair daughters, who is wronged?

Do I plot for the overthrow of the gov-

ernment, the breaking in pieces of the

powers that be, because I desire that my

sister or my daughter, my aunt or my

cousin may be preserved from the evils

thrown around them by the systems that

man has created? No. God has laid upon

every woman the decree placed upon

mother Eve—multiply and replenish the

earth. In sections of the land in which we

live, thousands of women today must be-

come the play things of some vile wretch,

if they answer the design of their being.

My whole being is convinced of the fact—

that it is a decree of God Himself that

these women should have a chance to

marry, and that He Himself has opened

the door. He Himself has established the

principle. I want my daughters married

as I desired to marrymyself; I want them

honored wives, whether plural ones or

otherwise, no matter who may seek to

brand their offspring as infamous. I

know—for God has givenme the witness,

He has stamped it upon this heart that

they who come through that lineage are

as much honored of God and approved of

Him, as any that have ever walked His

footstool from the day that this earth was

peopled until the day in which we live.

This principle was given for a purpose,

and that purpose is the salvation of the

female sex as well as the male sex. Go to


