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and evil in all lands. At no time in the

history of mankind that we have any ac-

count of, has there been a people of our

number who have attracted as much at-

tention and created as great an inter-

est in the minds of the public as these

have who live in these mountains and

are known as "Mormons" or Latter-day

Saints.

The age in which we live is one in

which intelligence travels with great ra-

pidity. Knowledge is communicated with

ease, and by means of the newspaper,

the telegraph wire, and other facilities

which the age affords, everything con-

nected with us as a people is heralded

from one end of the earth to the other

in common with all the acts of the chil-

dren of men. Unfortunately, however,

with these facilities for the transmission

of true knowledge, there are also equal

facilities for the transmission of false-

hood and misrepresentation. We have

been the victims of falsehood and slan-

der. Herculean efforts have been made to

create false impressions concerning the

Kingdom of God and the Church which

our Father in heaven has established. It

is well for us, however, that we have been

prepared for this. In the commencement

of this work of our God they who received

it were warned of the character of the

warfare that would be instituted against

them. The Lord revealed in great plain-

ness that it might cost them everything

they held dear upon the earth, and that

the warfare that would be waged against

them would be one of unceasing hatred.

These difficulties and trials, therefore,

have not come upon the people with-

out some degree of preparation for them.

The Lord gave the spirit of prophecy

and revelation unto His servants and

unto His people to prepare them for

these events, and there is nothing that

has yet taken place connected with this

work of our God that has not been made

manifest through the revelations which

He has given. This has been a great

cause of strength to the people and has

prepared them to bear with some degree

of equanimity and fortitude, the trials

and the afflictions to which they have

been subjected. It is well for us that

this has been the case. It is well for us,

also, that accompanying the work of our

God, there has been a spirit of peace be-

stowed upon those who have espoused

that work. If this had not been the

case how unfortunate our lot would have

been! How unbearable! We could never

have endured that which we have been

called to pass through had there not been

this spirit of peace that God promised in

the beginning to bestow upon us. I doubt

myself whether there can be found any-

where within the confines of the globe

another people living in greater peace, in

the enjoyment of more happiness, pure

happiness, than can be found in these

valleys from north to south. While all

manner of evil has been spoken against

the Latter-day Saints, while our names

have been everywhere cast out as evil,

God has given compensation to us by be-

stowing upon us these blessings to which

I have referred.

It is well for us to look at the cir-

cumstances which surround us and to

take a proper survey of all the events

that lie before us, that are likely to

take place in the future connected with

us. God has given unto us the truth.

This we have received accompanied by

abundant testimonies. Those who have

entered into covenants with God, who

have gone down into the waters of bap-

tism in obedience to His requirements,


