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born on the earth—have had an exis-

tence with the Father, before coming

here.

With these views that I have endeav-

ored to set before you we can have some

understanding concerning the object of

man being placed upon the earth. If we

are the children of our God, then God our

Eternal Father has had an object, a great

object to accomplish in placing us here

on the earth. Jesus had a mission to per-

form. He came and took upon Himself

mortality. A mortal probation was as-

signed Him. It was a part of the plan

of salvation, not only connected with His

exaltation, but with the redemption of

the human family. There has been a pur-

pose in all this. This earth has been cre-

ated for a purpose. Man is here for a

purpose. Death is in the world for a pur-

pose, just as much as life, and all these

are a part of the Divine plan connected

with man's existence in the past, at the

present and for the future.

A great many have stumbled and

have questioned the justice of our God,

and have also gone so far as to ques-

tion the very existence of God, because

of the earthly circumstances which sur-

round the children of men. It has been

said by those who have taken this view

that if there were an all-powerful Be-

ing, such as God is described to be, He

would interpose in behalf of the chil-

dren of men, and deliver them from the

trying scenes and circumstances which

they frequently have to pass through.

The fact that man is in such a condition

and is surrounded by such circumstances

is frequently urged as an evidence that

there is no God, that there can be no

God, possessing such attributes as are

ascribed to Him by those who believe in

Him. Many people have been deluded

by this kind of reasoning; they have be-

come infidels, and rejected all belief in

God and in any providence connected

with man and with man's existence upon

the earth. They have abandoned them-

selves to complete unbelief upon this

point. But those who have sought af-

ter God, those who have humbled them-

selves before Him, and obtained knowl-

edge from Him in the way that He has

appointed—though to them all may not

be perfectly plain—do perceive and ac-

knowledge the providence of God in all

the circumstances which surround them.

They perceive His hand and acknowl-

edge it in all the events connected with

their mortal existence, and with the mor-

tal existence of their fellows.

God has had a purpose in withdraw-

ing himself from man; it has not been

a part of His purpose to reveal Him-

self in His fullness, in His glory, in

His power, unto His children upon the

earth. Many, not understanding why

this should be, and unable to compre-

hend any purpose in it, have stumbled

and yielded to doubts and been ready, be-

cause of this, to deny His existence. Now,

it has been a part of the plan of salvation,

as revealed in all the records that have

come down to us from the beginning—

from the days of our Father Adam until

now—it is a part of the plan of salvation,

I say, connected with man's existence

upon the earth that God should thus

withdraw himself, as it were, from man,

and that a veil should be drawn between

himself and man, and that if knowledge

of Him be obtained, it should be obtained

by the exercise of great faith and contin-

ued labor on the part of His children. But

why, it may be asked, is this necessary?

Why is it that God has not revealed him-

self with great fullness and power unto

all the inhabitants of the earth, and left


