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the peculiar attributes of those who at-

tain unto that glory—they understand

the difference between good and evil.

In our pre-existent state, in our spiri-

tual existence, I do not know how ex-

tensive our knowledge of good and evil

was. That is not fully revealed. But

this I do know, that when we come to

earth and become clothed with mortal-

ity we do arrive at a knowledge of good

and evil, and that knowledge prepares us

for that future existence which we will

have in the eternal worlds; it will enable

us to enter upon a career that is never

ending, that will continue onward and

upward throughout all the ages of eter-

nity. It is for this purpose that we are

here. God has given unto us this pro-

bation for the express purpose of obtain-

ing a knowledge of good and evil—of un-

derstanding evil and being able to over-

come the evil—and by overcoming it re-

ceive the exaltation and glory that He

has in store for us. Here we are sub-

jected to the power of the adversary. He

can tempt us, try us. Satan has power

in the earth, and in the exercise of his

agency he tempts the children of men.

He has rebelled against God in the ex-

ercise of his agency; for he was a great

and a mighty angel in the presence of

our Father and our God. But in the ex-

ercise of his agency he rebelled against

the Father and drew away with him one-

third of the hosts of heavens, who like-

wise exercised their agency and followed

him in preference to following the Lord

God, their Father; and in the continued

exercise of his agency he tempts us. He

has power over us to that extent in this

fallen condition. At the same time we

have the sweet influence of the Spirit of

God pleading with us to do that which is

right, pleading with every human being

that does not drive it from him; for ev-

ery human being has a portion of the

Spirit of God given unto him. We some-

times call it conscience; we call it by

one name and we call it by another; but

it is the Spirit of God that every man

and woman possesses that is born on the

earth. God has given unto all his chil-

dren this Spirit. Of course it is not the

gift of the Holy Ghost in its fullness; for

that is only received by obedience to the

commandments of God—to the Gospel of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. But

it is a Spirit that pleads with men to do

right. The heathen have it. There is

no degraded Indian in these mountains

or valleys who does not have a portion

of that Spirit pleading with him to do

that which is right. It pleads with all the

heathen, the Pagan as well as the Chris-

tian; the Methodist and Baptist as well

as the Latter-day Saints. Everywhere

throughout the earth where man dwells

this Spirit rests upon him. It comes from

God. It pleads with man to do right.

It pleads with man to resist the blan-

dishments of Satan. No man ever did a

wrong but that Spirit warned him of it to

a greater or less extent. No man ever put

his hand forth to do a wrong to his neigh-

bor without that Spirit telling him it was

wrong. He never put forth his hand or in-

fluence to wrong the gentler sex—to com-

mit sin in that direction—without that

warning voice which is in every human

being telling him of the sin. On the other

hand, there is the influence of evil, the

influence of the Adversary enticing men

to do wrong, leading into paths of sin,

leading them away from righteousness

and from God; infusing doubt, infus-

ing unbelief, infusing hardness of heart,

infusing rebellion against everything


