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now, while believing that my feet are

planted upon the rock of truth, and that

this is the only Gospel of the Lord Jesus

Christ; to pay due respect to the honest

opinions of my fellow creatures, proving

all things and holding fast that which is

good. If the Christian world shall bring

forth something better, if they have it,

or ever will have it, than Mormonism, I

hope I will not be so bigoted as to turn

a deaf ear to their honest testimonies,

claiming that I have light already, and

that I want no more light. I would at

least examine their professions, what-

ever they were, and try them by "the law

and the testimony;" for if men "speak not

according to that, it is because there is no

light in them."

The Bible is a blessing; we do not de-

preciate its value, for it enables us to

meet the Christian world upon their own

ground, using this Bible as the touch-

stone of truth, in relation to their doc-

trines and those that we advance, which

are taught and confirmed by this very

Book in which Christians profess to be-

lieve. There is no doctrine preached or

believed by the Latter-day Saints, but

they can find confirmatory proof of its

authenticity within the lids of the Holy

Bible; and when their views are not re-

ceived, and they are laughed to scorn

and derided by the Christian world, it is

simply an acknowledgment on the part

of those who mistreat them that they do

not believe their own Bible, that they

have no faith in the record which they

claim is all-sufficient—the be-all and the

end-all of revelation. They profess great

reverence for this good Book, yet they

do not believe or practice what it incul-

cates. It is a prevalent idea in the world,

with those who are in possession of

the Scriptures, that it is only necessary

to believe on the name of the Son of

God, and that constitutes salvation, tak-

ing I suppose as a basis for it, the Scrip-

tural passage which declares that "God

so loved the world that He gave His Only

Begotten Son, that whosoever should be-

lieve in Him should not perish but have

everlasting life." Now, we take this po-

sition. We hold that belief in God and

the Savior of mankind is absolutely es-

sential to salvation. But we do not stop

there. We claim that if men believe in Je-

sus Christ they will keep His command-

ments; they will live His laws; they will

not repudiate any of the doctrines He

preached; they will not say baptism is

unessential; that Apostles and Prophets

are no longer needed; they will not wrest

the Scriptures; they will not say the

blessings of the Holy Ghost are done

away with; they will not say it is not

in the province of inspired men bearing

the Holy Priesthood to cast out devils,

to speak in new tongues, to lay hands

upon the sick and administer those spir-

itual blessings as they are empowered

by the Priesthood bestowed upon them

for that purpose. The Christian world

would not repudiate these things if they

believed their own Bible; for I nowhere

read within the lids of this sacred vol-

ume that the time would ever come, ex-

cept through transgression and apostasy,

when these things would be done away

with, and it would be said they were no

longer needed.

It is true that the Apostles of old pre-

dicted there would come a time when

men would wander from the truth, when

they would heap to themselves teach-

ers, and have itching ears, desiring to

hear simply the things which suited

their selfish natures; that the day would

come when they would not endure sound


