
rivation. And in like manner, love of lib-
erty and a keen relish for its blessings are 
intensified by the constant encroachments 
made upon our rights by those who little 
dream that, in sowing to the wind they 
will have to reap the whirlwind, when their 
rights will, also, not only be invaded, but 
taken away from them; for the measure 
which they meet to others, will, in the eter-
nal justice of God, be measured back to 
them. The Almighty hath decreed it. Who 
can prevent its fulfillment?

In further illustration, I am remind-
ed of a well known elder in the Church 
whose name in this connection I feel not 
at liberty to mention, but who, gather-
ing with others from England to Zion, 
became, in the course of years, wealthy 
and cultivated, as many having abundant 
means do. Luxurious habits of living final-
ly satiated his appetite, and he went back 
to old England, anticipating among other 
things to enjoy, when there again, the fa-
mous “roast beef” of his native land, the 
like of which, in his opinion, this country 
did not, and never could produce. After 
searching in vain he declared, on com-
ing back here, that there was no beef in 
England half so good as that raised in 
Utah. Had the beef of that country deteri-
orated? No, but our English brother’s ap-
petite, through being pampered, had. Had 
he eaten it once a week, as was doubtless 
his former habit, instead of three times a 
day, as is too frequently the custom here, 
the difference in quality of English beef 
had perhaps remained undiscovered by 
him until this day. In parallel, who shall 
declare that blessings so abundantly flow-
ing to our nation from blood-bought free-
dom and human liberty bestowed without

stint from heaven, have not pampered 
the average American’s appetite or relish 
for blessings that men of other ages have 
fought to establish and longed to enjoy.

Ponder this matter carefully, deeply, 
and you will find few truths more appar-
ent. Consult railway, banking and com-
mercial kings; statesmen, philosophers, 
priests and people, and then note the 
voice of pulpit and press, and you will 
find an indifference born of pride that 
plainly, unmistakably, indicates that 
the rights and liberties for the securing 
of which our fathers pledged their for-
tunes, honor and lives, are now received  
by their children, in most instances, as in-
herent blessings flowing as a natural conse-
quence rather than as gifts for which daily 
gratitude is due.

Not so with the Saints. They of all 
people on earth are most appreciative, 
most grateful. And why? The answer is 
simple: their most sacred rights being daily 
encroached upon, their conscientious con-
victions sneered at, their religious privi-
leges trampled under foot, and even the 
domain of their heaven-inspired thought 
invaded, they could not if they would fail 
to regard with intense appreciation and 
undying love the bequests of the fathers. 
The very threats, as well as the attempts 
of the wicked to deprive them of blessings 
wrung from tyrants by revolutionary sires, 
will but teach the Saints more accurately to 
estimate, by the cost, their value; and your 
high estimate being transmitted to your 
children, will bud, bloom and ripen into 
most glorious fruit, as delicious and sweet  
as that produced when first the tree of 
liberty was moistened with the blood of  
patriots. Let others therefore become pam-
pered, gluttons, if they will, but for us and
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