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our children, fewer privileges well ap-

preciated, are better than many, without

gratitude.

Impress these things upon the minds

of our children, and among these moun-

tains will grow up a race of free men

whose views will be broad, high, and

deep enough to appreciate liberty them-

selves, and to wish to have all others en-

joy its blessings. By contrast, they will

learn this and much more. If they taste

the bitter, the sweet will be to them all

the more agreeable.

You who for years have had peaceful

possession of homes with society of fam-

ilies and friends, can greatly increase

your estimation of such blessings by go-

ing abroad occasionally. I have tried it

many times, always, I trust, with profit.

And yet wherever I go it has been my

good fortune to find friends. There may

be present those who may think, "if

we have friends abroad, why don't they

speak out in our favor using their in-

fluence to stop the persecutions of the

wicked against us?" A pertinent query,

perhaps, but I am not quite sure that

the Lord wants them stopped; indeed I

rather incline to think otherwise. And

while there are thousands and hundreds

of thousands of people in the midst of

the Christian world who, if left to their

own agency, would be just, generous,

and good men worthy of the blessings of

the Lord, but who today are surrounded

by circumstances which they can nei-

ther control, nor have they the moral

courage to even combat. And for this

reason they dare not publicly express

their sympathy for, nor utter a protest

against the wrongs heaped upon us. But

notwithstanding this condition, which

all must concede to be deplorable, let us

have charity, remembering that moral

courage is heaven-born and so precious

that the world has at no period of its his-

tory ever been overstocked with it. It is

a sentiment than which none is more no-

ble, beautiful or grand, emanating from

God it abides not in an ignoble, quak-

ing heart. Demanding what the truly

courageous alone can give, self-sacrifice,

moral courage numbers in her ranks at

no time vast multitudes. It is a senti-

ment of which, at no time, even among

us, have we had too much; but wherever

found it shines brightly like a star of the

first magnitude, like a diamond of the

first water that cannot be successfully

imitated.

A man with right convictions and the

courage to stand by them in life and

death hath moral courage, stamina, and

the help of God. Testing its quality we

will find it here as elsewhere, good; too

good indeed to abide with those whose

acts are predicated not on principles of

justice, equity and truth. He who pos-

sesses moral courage weighs according

to equity, unbiased by popular clamor,

unswerved by private prejudice. In try-

ing cases he judges cases, not men, and

on this principle Satan himself, tried be-

fore such a judge, would stand the same

chance to get justice as would an angel

of God. And, by parity of reason, an

angel would stand as good a chance to

get justice as would a veritable devil, al-

though a discussion of that kind might

innovate modern jurisprudence as prac-

ticed in some countries not far distant

from here. Now, let me, if I can, bring

this matter home to your hearts. Sup-

pose judgment without appeal was irre-

vocably placed in your hands with none

to say, why do you so? Now imag-

ine in your midst a despicable charac-

ter, a Judas Iscariot, ready to betray


