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for thirty pieces of silver, or to gratify a

hatred born of hell, your best friends—

the servants of the Lord, or, Benedict

Arnold like, sell human liberty, God's

best heritage, for gold. Popular clamor

demands punishment, and at the same

time brands the accused as traitor, apos-

tate; an assassin of good character, a

murderer of peace and good order. Now

bring him to judgment without malice,

without bias, protecting him from in-

sult while giving him every right, ev-

ery privilege, every immunity guaran-

teed by the law of God and man and

pass upon his case, not upon him nor

his reputation, according to the rules of

equity without fear of popular criticism

or condemnation, and you have demon-

strated in actual practice what a beau-

tiful and heavenly thing moral courage

is. Without it God would cease to be

God. Without it we cannot be His peo-

ple. He who habitually sacrifices prin-

ciple at the shrine of policy or power,

cannot be a Saint. Unless those who

rule, govern, control and judge under the

rules and restrictions of principle, the

liberties of those who are subject to them

are constantly endangered. And here let

me say that public opinion is often the

worst tyrant this world has ever known.

It crucified Christ, killed His disciples,

martyred Joseph and Hyrum, drove the

Saints into these mountains and contin-

ues to track them as persistently and un-

relentingly as bloodhounds ever tracked

a fugitive slave. Avoid therefore at home

and abroad, the seductive influence of

the hateful tyrant, public opinion, which,

wrought to frenzy by popular clamor, is

always dangerous, often destructive.

Planting your feet firmly on prin-

ciples of eternal justice, emanating

from God, the billows of hate, born

of envy, and malice, will beat and foam

harmlessly about you. And, when judg-

ment shall be given into your hands,

friend and foe, Pagan and Christian,

white and black, Saint and sinner, will

alike receive evenhanded justice, which

here let me say, never has been and

never will be bestowed under the pres-

sure and bias of public opinion, or by

men claiming to be a law unto them-

selves. Place moral courage in the judg-

ment seat and the Saint, as to righ-

teousness of judgment, has no advantage

over the most wicked apostate sinner on

earth, their rights being held equally sa-

cred.

The reason this high moral, godlike

plane has not long since been reached,

is because of human imperfections and

the darkness that clouds and narrows

the souls of men. We as the Saints of

the Most High God, having received the

light, should struggle upward until we

reach it; and when we do, then, and

not until then will the Almighty give us

dominion, rule and government. When

we are prepared to exercise judgment in

righteousness the Lord will mightily in-

crease our influence and power, and mil-

lions will flock to the standard of Zion to

avoid oppression and wrong elsewhere.

This being among the greatest of all

the great lessons that God has decreed

we shall learn, I say speed the means by

which we may most readily accomplish

the task. If persecutions, unjust judg-

ments, imprisonments and martyrdoms,

be the means, let us receive them then

not with feelings of delight because of the

woes that will surely come upon those

who inflict these things upon us, but

because the standards of value are es-

tablished by the cost of things received,

and by this rule we know that no good


