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who love iniquity, will be burned up,

even as stubble is consumed by fire.

Happy then will ye be if you have been

tried as gold in the furnace seven times

heated. Better welcome a few trials

now, that tend to increase your love of

God and of your fellow man, than to

go heedlessly like the dumb brute, to

the sacrifice. Let us pray only for de-

liverance from such trials as harden

the heart and wither the soul, but not

from such as, bearing patiently, testify

of integrity. What matters trials, per-

secutions, scorns, scoffs and contempt

so long as we remain true to God, and

the covenants we have made with Him

and each other? So long as we vio-

late neither these nor our consciences,

which should be void of offense, we are

safe. But in our struggles to maintain

the right in a world filled with strife,

we may draw consolation in reflecting

upon the fact that every pure thought

coming to us from above, meets fierce

opposition, and our fallen natures con-

tend against its permanent lodgment in

our hearts; and in like manner every

heaven-born truth has in every instance,

had to fight its way inch by inch before

it could bear abundantly the fruits of

righteousness. Nothing good has come

into this world since the fall of man, that

has not met the fierce, concentrated and

persistent opposition and hatred of the

wicked. Thus we find how true is the

inspired saying: "there must needs be an

opposition in all things." Enlightened,

inspired thoughts crystallizing into

undying truths, have in every age caused

great sacrifices, often human life to es-

tablish them, but those who have had

the moral and physical courage to stand

by their convictions in life or death,

shine as beacon lights along the shores

of time, and their works will bear glori-

ous fruits in eternity.

Let us endeavor to imitate all worthy

examples, following as nearly as we can

in the footprints of our Master, who, if

we are faithful unto death, will give us

the crown of life with the keys of death,

hell and the grave, by which we may de-

scend down into the depth of darkness

andmisery into the abode of the damned,

and there bid those who have despised,

hated and persecuted us, look up, repent,

and receive deliverance at the hands of a

compassionate Father, whose mercy and

salvation extend beyond the grave into

eternity. Thus, in becoming mediators,

ministers to those who despitefully used

us, we shall find the mystery of glory

that cometh from doing good for evil and

loving those who have hated us.

May God grant that we may speedily

and thoroughly learn the great lessons

that He is now seeking to teach us, and

which are of so much importance we

should learn. The trials through which

we are now passing are but a part of

the great program of the Almighty, long

since predicted by His holy prophets. Let

us meet them in a proper spirit, trusting

in Him always, and our victory will be

complete. Amen.


