
THE CREATION. 215

out from among the wicked by the

preaching of the Gospel. Enoch, the

seventh from Adam, was a powerful in-

strument in the hands of God, of rebuk-

ing the wickedness of the times. He

taught righteousness, gathered the peo-

ple together, and established a Zion. He

labored we are told some 365 years,

in the which he communed with God,

and taught the people and sanctified

his people, so that they were trans-

lated to heaven. Many others who re-

mained upon the earth, who had ac-

cepted the Gospel, but were not sancti-

fied and prepared to be caught up with

Enoch and his people, sought diligently

to follow; they purified themselves so

that angels ministered unto them, and

they were caught up unto Zion before

the flood; even all who remained and

kept the faith, except Noah and his sons

and their families, who were especially

called and chosen and detailed to build

the ark and enter therein with a se-

lection of the beasts of the earth and

the fowls of the air, to preserve seed

through the flood. Thus did the Lord

gather a harvest of souls unto Himself,

of those who believed and obeyed the

Gospel and worked righteousness, while

the wicked perished in the flood. Then

again, the commandment of God to mul-

tiply and replenish the earth, was re-

newed to Noah and his posterity, and

soon the desolate places became inhab-

ited. But in the course of a few genera-

tions, blindness and darkness and igno-

rance again began to prevail; wickedness

began to raise its head among the chil-

dren of Noah, and it became necessary

that the Lord should select from among

the children of Noah the better and no-

bler seed with whom He would estab-

lish His covenant, and upon whom He

would confer the keys of the Priesthood,

and from among them should be raised

up Prophets and Seers and Revelators

to teach the people of the nations of the

earth, as the oracles of God. These cho-

sen people were Abraham and his seed.

Of Abraham it is written that God called

him from his father's house when he

dwelt in Ur of the Chaldees, and com-

manded him to go out from his father's

house because his father was given to

the ways of the heathen and to the idol-

atry of the surrounding peoples. He

called him to go to another land where

he should be separate from the tradi-

tions and teachings of his father, and

where he would make of him a great

nation, and raise up from his seed a

holy people. God appeared unto him in

Canaan, whither He led him, and swore

by Himself—because He could swear by

no greater—that in blessing He would

bless him, and in multiplying He would

multiply him; that his seed should be

as the stars of the heavens and as the

sand which is upon the seashore for mul-

titude. He renewed this promise to his

son Isaac, and his grandson Jacob, who

was also named Israel, and from them

sprang the house of Israel, and also the

children of Arabia, the sons of Ishmael,

and the chief tribes of central Asia. It

was the seed of Abraham that dwelt in

Egypt who were brought into bondage

to the Egyptians, and subsequently de-

livered by the hand of Moses, after

wandering forty years in the wilder-

ness, in the land of Canaan. It was

from among this people that God raised

up prophets from generation to gener-

ation to whom He revealed His mind

and will. It was this people that was

commanded to build first the taberna-

cle journeying in the wilderness—a sort

of moveable temple and subsequently

a temple in the land of promise when


