
upon Abraham and his seed, his answer 
was, because He had purposed to multiply 
and increase them in the land and make of 
them a great people and give them the as-
cendancy over other peoples of the earth, 
and that because, as he said of Abraham, 
He knew that He would serve Him and 
command his seed after Him.

We  a r e  awa r e  th a t  i n  mode rn 
Christendom there are some people who 
forbid to marry. In one of the Epistles of 
Paul [1 Timothy iv. 3] he states that in 
the latter times there would be those who 
would forbid to marry. We know there 
are some professing Christians who regard 
the union of the sexes as an evil, as a sin, 
as the result of our fallen natures, and as 
a form of the gratification of fleshly lusts 
which is offensive before God. Hence 
we have the Shakers who, acting upon 
this doctrine, abstain from marriage. If 
all were to embrace their faith, and car-
ried it out in their lives, the human race 
would soon be extinct, and the great pur-
pose of Jehovah in their creation would 
seem to have failed. But fortunately those 
who embrace this faith, and exemplify it 
in their lives, are few. Yet there are many 
who are willing to gratify the lusts of the 
flesh but strive to avoid its consequences 
and responsibilities. But those who have 
received in good faith the commandment 
of God to multiply and replenish the earth 
and assume the proper responsibilities 
of the household, and regulate their lives 
and household by the law of the Lord, 
have always been blessed and favored of 
God, and the great difference between the 
Latter-day Saints at the present time and  
modern Christendom, is this more  
extensive comprehension of this first law  
of God to man. We understand there is a

purpose in all these things; that the 
Supreme Being is working with an object 
in view and for the accomplishment of an 
end, and that object and end is worthy of 
the God who has created us; that in infi-
nite space He may cause to be organized 
innumerable worlds and glorious orbs to 
be filled with intelligent beings capable of 
enlargement, of an expansion of glory and 
of happiness; for in their enlargement and 
increase He is glorified, while they in turn 
are glorified in and through Him in the 
performance of their labors and duties and 
the multiplying and increasing of their spe-
cies, inasmuch as they do it unto the Lord 
and keep His law, so that they can be sanc-
tified before Him and be endowed with 
the power of endless lives.

I know it is supposed by some that the 
power of increase is inherent in us and in 
all living things, and in all plants, but I do 
not view it in that light. I view the tempo-
ral organism as the instrument and not the 
creator itself; it is only the instrument by 
which it is worked out and accomplished; 
that the principle of life and eternal in-
crease pertains not to the flesh nor to the 
grosser elements of this earth, but it is the 
spiritual power that has emanated from 
a nobler sphere that has come out from 
God, or that had its existence previously 
in a first estate. Our Savior Himself is an 
example of this. We are told He was born 
of the Virgin Mary, in the meridian of 
time. Yet we learn He was with the Father 
from the beginning and was with Him in 
the morning of creation. While he was here 
upon the earth 1,800 years ago, He said to  
the Jews, “You speak of Abraham as your 
father. Verily I say unto you, before Abra
ham was, I am.” And again in John’s revela
tions it is written that He was as a lamb
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