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my aged aunt in Rhode Island. I said

to her: "Aunt, when you were young,

and whenmy mother was young, rearing

large families, it was a source of joy and

pleasure to rear offspring. Now as I go

through the land, I see the efforts of the

people are in an opposite direction. "Oh,

yes," said she, "it is unpopular now, for

people to have large families; it is consid-

ered vulgar, men and women now seek

to avoid these responsibilities." This is

a well known fact. The tendency of the

age is to animalism, to the gratification

of fleshly lusts and worldly pleasures.

Well, the Latter-day Saints have ex-

perienced in their own lives something

nobler, and have learned to recognize

the wisdom of Jehovah in that order of

things which He enjoined upon our first

parents. This is the marked difference

between the unbelieving world and the

Latter-day Saints. I say the unbeliev-

ing world, because I regard this doc-

trine which I have referred to as a doc-

trine of devils and not the doctrine of

Christ; that the tendency of it leads, as

I before remarked, to feticide, infanti-

cide, child murder, and to the gratifi-

cation of fleshly lusts and worldly plea-

sure without fulfilling the great object

and purposes of our Father, and the

effect in the end would be the wast-

ing away of the human species if it

were generally adopted. It is high time

that a voice from heaven should rebuke

it. It is high time that the Lord, who

wishes to raise up seed unto Himself,

should command His people and renew

upon them the obligations placed upon

our first parents. It is to the Latter-

day Saints that this mission has been

committed, and the result is the multi-

tude of school children that we find all

over this Territory. Over fifty thousand

Sabbath school children in the Territory

of Utah—nearly one-third of the entire

population, as shown in our statistics at

our various Conferences—are children

under eight years of age. This is a

startling fact to that class of the Chris-

tian world who are pursuing the oppo-

site course. One of the Sabbath school

superintendents of the City of New York,

recently expressed himself very point-

edly and plainly upon this subject in

relation to the wealthy portion of the

church-going people of New York. In

several thousand families attending the

popular churches of New York, there

could be mustered only about eighty Sab-

bath school children, and he attributed

it to this prevailing desire for pleasure,

wealth, and the shirking of the cares and

responsibilities of the household, until

the rearing of families was left almost

entirely to the poor, to what is termed the

vulgar people.

I need not harrow up the feelings of

the people with lengthy details such as

are found in police reports and statis-

tics from various sources, showing the

alarming increase of these crying evils.

Suffice it to say that the chief war-

fare against the Latter-day Saints at the

present time is an endeavor to compel us

to conform to their new state of things,

or to their ideas of social sins and so-

cial duties. In other words it is lacon-

ically expressed by President Cleveland

in the late interview he had with our

delegates that were sent to him with

the memorial and protest adopted by

the Latter-day Saints in mass meeting

a few weeks ago. President Cleveland

listened with courtesy to what our del-

egation had to say with regard to the

feeling and desires of the people, and

expressed himself in this wise: that he

would endeavor as far as lay in his power


