
My brethren and sisters and friends: I 
arise to speak with a little embarrassment, 
but I look to the Saints, asking for their 
faith so that I may overcome.

There is nothing that interests the 
Latter-day Saints so much as the enuncia-
tion of the principles which they profess 
and literally accept; but it would seem as 
if there was in the outside world, less com-
prehension and understanding in regard 
to the principles that the Saints believe in, 
than there is in regard to any other subject 
which has acquired the same prominence.

The Church of Jesus Christ for a great 
many years has kept a large number of mis-
sionaries in the field; they have traversed 
the whole of Christendom, in a greater or 
less degree, visited also the heathen nations 
and lands that are afar off; but yet a traveler 
would find that but little impression has 
been made among the masses of mankind. 
Even among those which are most ad-

vanced, and whose citizens are presumed 
to be intelligent, and to comprehend the 
questions which agitate the public mind, 
there is an amount of ignorance which is, 
to say the least, discreditable. It has been 
my lot individually, to come in contact 
with many who have visited this Territory 
and city, and to hear their expressions of 
surprise in regard to the religious faith of 
the Latter-day Saints. To tell a stranger that 
the people of Utah believe in the Bible, ap-
pears to be something altogether unlooked 
for. The assertion of their faith in God and 
in His Son Jesus Christ, appears to be re-
ceived with more or less incredulity, and 
there are others who believe that the mar-
riage customs of the Latter-day Saints are 
the beginning and the end, and all there was 
and is or will be, to give them distinction 
and peculiarity among the people of this 
nation. And yet if you were to sweep your  
eye over this congregation—which is prob-
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