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originate in any school in connection

with any college, or really in connection

with any organization or body of men.

They are divine. They were revealed.

They came through chosen messengers

who tabernacled in the flesh, who taught

and then transmitted them to their fel-

lows, who in turn taught others, and

thus made them powerful by final dis-

semination among nations. This idea, I

think, is invulnerable. What, then, are

the primary or foundation principles of

religion? Faith in God, growing out of the

necessities of man's nature, growing out

of the nature of his spirit, the origin of

his being, the history and memory of the

past, the outlook into the future—these

all foreshadowing the necessity and ad-

vantages and blessings of faith in God.

Hence every man who is a religionist has

sought unto a Being of some kind; what-

ever his conception of that Being may

be, he looks upon it as fundamental that

there is a God, and there are none but

those that David speaks of, namely, the

fool, who has said in his heart that "there

is no God." Having established this faith

in God, we want to know what position

we occupy towards Him. He is our bene-

factor. He is our friend. We are His chil-

dren. The Scriptures tell us that we are

created in His image and likeness. They

tell us that the Savior was "the express

image of His Father's person." We, then,

are like our Father. We are His posterity.

We are His sons and daughters dwelling

and tabernacling in the flesh. What is

the position that a man's children occupy

toward him as their parent? Every par-

ent expects obedience. Every parent ex-

pects respect to his wishes. Every parent

expects that when he makes a law that

that law will be carried out in his house-

hold; that there shall be order, rule and

authority there. This is the idea which

prevails between God and man upon the

earth, and that again implies the princi-

ple to which I have already alluded, the

spirit of inspiration and revelation; for in

our present condition the Almighty can-

not communicate directly, probably, but

He has selected certain mediums of com-

munication. Who are they? His servants

who—like His servants of Biblical note—

teach in His name. He promised, and

gave unto mankind a witness of Himself,

even when there was no law, by His Holy

Spirit, and He has sent that true light

which lighteth every man that cometh

into the world, while to every baptized

believer is given "the manifestation of

the Spirit, to profit withal." 1 Cor. 12:7.

And this Spirit will bear testimony to the

truths, or laws, that are revealed by His

Son, and taught by His appointed ser-

vants.

Well, now, how shall we ascertain

these truths? Why, through this chan-

nel. Jesus Christ was the lawgiver. He

established that system of things calcu-

lated to bring man back into the pres-

ence of His Father, and He commanded

men everywhere that they should seek

after Him, that they should pray unto

Him, "Our Father, who art in Heaven,

Thy will be done on earth as it is done

in heaven," and He communicated that

will unto those who listened to His teach-

ing. What was that will? He continu-

ously advocated and enforced the spirit

of repentance. Why? Because men—

all men, had wandered from the path

of rectitude. They lived in violation

of those laws which are divine; they

failed to carry out that which would lead

them on toward perfection. Hence as

a natural and philosophical conclusion

men are called upon to repent. What!

Does this generation need to repent?


