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for year upon year in our experience that

God was with him in manhood; that He

enabled him to establish His Church,

and that He gave him power to ordain

others to go forth to the nations of the

earth and gather the obedient and the

good from the masses of mankind. The

good I said. "Well," says one, "do you

mean that you Latter-day Saints are any

better than we are." I do not know that

I do in this sense of the word. I mean

that there was found scattered among

the nations a people prepared of God for

the reception of the truth. Individuals

were looking for the salvation of Israel.

They had been suffering under the incon-

sistencies, traditions and superstitions

of the churches to which they belonged,

and they were waiting for the coming

of the man sent of God. And when he

came or sent his representatives, there

were thousands everywhere that heard

the word gladly. Where? In enlightened

America, in the land of Bibles, in the

land of churches, in the land of culture,

in the land of religious liberty, where ev-

ery one is supposed to have the right to

worship God according to the dictates of

his own conscience, and with none to mo-

lest him or make him afraid. They ac-

cepted the teachings of this lad. Was

he an educated person? No, not in the

sense that the world would call educa-

tion. He had not been raised in any

college of our great country; he had not

studied the classics; he was not born

in Boston, or anywhere in its immedi-

ate vicinity; but he was taught of the

heavens, he was inspired of God, and he

went forth in the strength of that educa-

tion, and Utah Territory spreading from

the north to the south, from the east

to the west is the product of his labors

and the labors of the Elders that have

followed in his wake. "And," says one,

"you believe this, that he was a prophet

of God." Yes, we do. We will apply the

same test that was applied in former

days, the days of the Savior. Jesus said:

If any man will do his will, he shall know

of the doctrine whether it be of God or

whether I speak of myself, and as was

said of the Savior "we know that thou

art a teacher sent from God, for no man

can do the things that thou doest except

God be with him," so we can say of the

Prophet Joseph Smith. Though he was

called in poverty and raised in ignorance,

yet the Lord made him mighty, and no

man unless he had been thus sent of

God, could have accomplished the work

that he has performed. You can find in

this Territory people of every national-

ity almost. You can find them from ev-

ery state of this Union. You can find

people that have been identified with

every religious organization. You can

find people that are well up in the doc-

trines of the religious world, and who

comprehend the truths that are taught

to them from time to time. These have

been gathered from the nations by the

power of truth, by the influence that the

Elders carried, and they have colonized

and spread abroad until the population

is numerous in all the valleys of this

mountain country. Strangers come here

very curious to know what kind of peo-

ple these "Mormons" are. They come

filled with prejudice and with hatred,

with contention and strife. Many envy

our prosperity, and some say, "If we let

this people alone they will take away

our place and nation." Well, as I have

said, this has been done by the power

of truth, by the preaching of the sim-

ple principles that you can find in the

Bible, and that can never, no never, be


