
with God, he became so distinguished that 
the Priesthood after the order of the Son of 
God has been called after his name from 
that time until the present, to avoid, as 
we are told in the revelations, the too fre-
quent repetition of the name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Then Abraham re-
ceived it, and he bestowed it upon his chil-
dren. Moses, however, received it through 
a different line, as we are told. He received 
it from his father-in-law, Jethro, and exer-
cised it among the people. It was the same 
Priesthood that his ancestor Abraham held, 
and by it he performed the mighty works 
that he accomplished.

To return again to Melchizedek. We 
find here that Paul in speaking about him 
says that he was “King of peace.” And he 
goes on to say, as we have it translated, 
that he was, “Without father, without 
mother, without descent, having neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life,” and 
the whole Christian world have gone 
astray over this expression of Paul, not 
being able to understand it, thinking that 
that which I read in your hearing referred 
to Melchizedek himself, when in reality it 
was the Priesthood he bore. It was after 
the power of an endless life. It had no be-
ginning; no end. It is eternal as our Father 
and God, and it extends into the eterni-
ties to come, and it is as endless as eter-
nity is endless, and as our God is endless: 
for it is the power and authority by which 
our Father and God sits upon His throne 
and wields the power He does throughout 
the innumerable worlds over which He 
exercises dominion. It is the power and 
authority by which the Son of God, our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, has attained  
unto that which has been promised unto 
Him, and by which He has become the

Sav io r  and  the  Redeemer  o f  t h e  
world.

This Priesthood, as I have said, came 
down unto Moses, but the children of 
Israel would not have it in their midst. 
We are told very plainly in the revelation 
that Moses sought diligently to sanctify his 
people and to lead them into the presence 
of God by means of this Priesthood, but 
they would not have it. The ordinances of 
godliness that were administered by it were 
not acceptable to that generation; they re-
jected them, and besought Moses to stand 
between them and their Father and God, 
for they could not endure His presence. 
Hence the Priesthood was taken away, and 
there was no exercise of the power and the 
authority of it among the Jews, except oc-
casionally, when Prophets received author-
ity from the Lord, until the days of the 
Savior, when it was restored once more in 
its fullness and in the plenitude of its pow-
er to the earth, and men began to exercise 
the authority thereof.

My brethren and sisters, we are build-
ing temples at the present time in which 
we have ordinances administered unto 
us for those who have died. Why is this 
necessary? It is because the Priesthood 
of the Son of God was withdrawn for 
a long period of time from the earth. 
The children of men have been born, 
they have lived, they have died with-
out any of the ordinances being ad-
ministered unto them by those who 
held the Priesthood of the Son of God. 
It is true that many sought after God 
in a certain manner and according to 
the light they had, and many obtained 
some degree of knowledge concerning 
God. Some of them had a testimony  
of Him through their faith and died at 
peace with God. Many of our ancestors
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