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lived in this condition, and God bore wit-

ness to them by His Holy Spirit that

He was pleased with them. But what

of that? Is that all that is necessary

to place them in a saved condition? By

no means. Something more than that is

necessary to obtain for them the full re-

mission of their sins and to place them

in a condition where they can be saved

and exalted in God's presence. As I said

to you in the beginning, something more

was necessary for Joseph than that he

was a Revelator, a Seer, and a Prophet

to constitute him a servant of God em-

powered to administer the ordinances of

life and salvation. A Wesley, a Luther,

a Calvin, a Wycliffe, and a host of oth-

ers who have arisen in the world, im-

bued with the highest and purest mo-

tives, and the highest and most intense

desires for the salvation of their fellow

men, have labored zealously to turn men

to God, and to bring them to a knowledge

of the Savior; but they have not had the

authority of the Holy Priesthood. They

themselves could not usher people into

the Church of God. They could not le-

gitimately administer an ordinance per-

taining to the salvation of the human

family. Yet God, in many instances, ac-

cepted of them, where they sought unto

Him according to the best light they pos-

sessed; He accepted of them and their

labors, and He witnessed unto them, by

the outpouring of His Spirit upon them,

that He was pleased with them and He

whispered peace to their souls. In ev-

ery land, in every nation, and among the

people of every creed, men and women

of this kind have been found, and ac-

cording to their faith and diligence their

works have been acceptable to our Fa-

ther. Men have thought that the Chris-

tian lands and the Christian people, so

called, have been the most favored of

God in this respect. No doubt they

have, because they have had knowledge

concerning the Savior that other lands

and other peoples have not had; but

in pagan lands, where the name of Je-

sus has never been heard, where men

have sought after God and endeavored

to live according to the light that He

has given unto them and the Spirit that

He has bestowed upon them, and which

He bestows upon every man and woman

born into the world, He has accepted of

them, and in the day of the Lord Je-

sus, the heathen will have part in the

first resurrection. Our ancestors have,

in common with others, been destitute

of the power and the authority of the

Holy Priesthood. Hence we build tem-

ples; hence we go into these temples and

attend to the ordinances of life and sal-

vation for our kindred who have died in

ignorance of this power, or were in a po-

sition where they could not have it ex-

ercised in their behalf. They could not

be baptized for the remission of their

sins; they could not have hands laid upon

them for the reception of the Holy Ghost;

they could not have any other ordinance

administered unto them, because the au-

thority to administer was not upon the

earth, and whatever might be done in

the name of God or in the name of Je-

sus, by those who thought they had the

authority, or who assumed to possess

it, was of no avail so far as salvation

was concerned; so far as acceptance by

the Lord our God is concerned it was as

though nothing had been done. Hence

it is that in these last days, God having

in His great kindness and mercy, opened

the heavens once more and sent from

heaven that authority which has so long

been withdrawn—God having done this,


