
PRIESTHOOD. 249

authority, the only authority upon the

earth that can act in His name. When

a man has this authority and goes forth

and confines himself to its legitimate ex-

ercise and keeps within the bounds of

his authority, God is with him; God con-

firms that which he does; God places His

seal and His blessing and approval upon

his acts; and though all the earth should

endeavor to undo them and to say they

are of no effect, they will stand, nev-

ertheless, and in the Courts of heaven

will be recorded and confirmed. There

is no power among men that can disan-

nul these acts, that can revoke or invali-

date them in any manner. It is this that

raises this Church beyond the power and

reach of man. Courts cannot affect in

any manner the decisions or the acts

or the ordinances that are administered

by the servants of God. That which is

done in the name of the Holy Priesthood

will stand and will be fulfilled both in

the world and out of the world, both in

time and in eternity. Hence it is that

when an Elder goes forth in the author-

ity of the Holy Priesthood, and baptizes

a candidate who has repented of his sins,

God confirms that ordinance; God remits

the sins of that individual; God by be-

stowing His Holy Spirit witnesses unto

that soul that his sins or her sins are

remitted. In like manner when an El-

der lays his hands upon the head of a

man or a woman who has been thus bap-

tized and says unto that individual, "re-

ceive ye the Holy Ghost," God in heaven,

bound by the oath and the covenant that

He has made, bound by all the conditions

that pertain to the everlasting Priest-

hood, will cause the Holy Ghost to de-

scend upon that soul, and he or she will

be filled therewith. He receives the bap-

tism of fire and the Holy Ghost, and it

stands on the earth and it stands in

heaven recorded in favor of that soul if he

continues to observe the conditions un-

der which that baptism and confirmation

are administered. There is no human

power that can deprive that individual of

the fruits of that blessing which has been

thus sealed upon him by authority of the

Holy Priesthood.

So with other ordinances. When men

go forward and attend to other ordi-

nances, such as receiving their endow-

ments, their washings, their anointings,

receiving the promises connected there-

with, these promises will be fulfilled to

the very letter in time and in eternity—

that is, if they themselves are true to the

conditions upon which the blessings are

promised. And so it is when persons go

to the altar and are married for time and

eternity. When the man who officiates

says: "I seal upon you the power to come

forth in the morning of the first resur-

rection, crowned with glory, immortality,

and eternal lives," just as sure as that

promise is made, and the persons united

(to whom the promise is made) conform

with the conditions thereof, just so sure

will it be fulfilled. There is no power any-

where in existence that can invalidate

the force, the efficacy, or that can pre-

vent the fulfillment of that promise when

it is pronounced upon a man and woman

by the authority of the Holy Priesthood—

that is, there is no power but that which

they themselves can exercise. It is a

remarkable fact, that there is no bless-

ing that God has promised unto us that

any human being, that any angel, or any

devil can take from us. There is no power

of that kind that can take it from us. But

a man himself, by sinning, can rob him-

self of his blessing; he can prevent its

fulfillment; but no human being can do


