
sibility of it rests with them. Let us make 
up our minds to bear this crusade of legal 
persecution with fortitude as Saints have 
had to do in all ages of Gospel reform, 
because they believed in the revelations of 
Jesus Christ. We have not revolted against 
any law of the land; we have not contend-
ed against any constitutional principle, law 
or doctrine that could benefit, improve 
or exalt the human family, nor anything 
that could promote the pursuit of happi-
ness—we seek after all these things. But, 
our Congressmen, Governors and Judges, 
in the supreme wisdom with which they 
imagine they are endowed, impose penal-
ties upon God’s people for keeping His 
commandments. Thus we see that when 
the wicked rule, the people mourn.

We ought to gain by all this experience 
valuable knowledge. We want to profit by 
it. Let every man question himself: “Can I 
stand this or that without getting angry?” 
Or can we be righteously angry and sin 
not? If not we should go into our clos-
ets and ask God for that measure of His 
spirit that is necessary to sustain us in a 
proper frame of mind. This is the kind 
of experience, the very kind of discipline 
that is necessary for us, to make us find 
out whether we will draw near to Him and 
have fellowship, and communion with 
Him. These things are all for our experi-
ence, for our profit. The Lord has made 
known to us that the days we live in are 
dark with threatenings of war. The hour 
of his judgment is nigh at hand. We have 
seen one terrible war in our land—and it is 
well that we should take heed to His coun-
sels. Wars and rumors of wars are spread-
ing abroad upon the face of the earth, and 
it will come to pass before a great while

that people will be so far from having peace 
that they must either take up the sword to 
contend against their neighbor, or flee to 
Zion and gather with God’s people. You 
will see this come to pass. Mark my words. 
All kinds and conditions of people will de-
sire to come here and make homes with us. 
You will see the day when it will be as hard 
to keep the wicked away from us as it ever 
has been to get people to join us. Mark 
that, too. I tell you that a people with full 
granaries, a people of peace and prosper-
ity, is a people that will be sought after by 
the peoples of the nations of the earth, and 
things cannot always go on in the way they 
are going with us, without bringing down 
upon our oppressors the retribution of an 
offended God. We ought to rely upon His 
promises. These experiences are well calcu-
lated to do us good, and teach us to trust 
in the Lord.

Nor should we forget that when a gover-
nor of unsavory memory forbade the use of 
the militia alike for defense against Indian 
depredations, as well as for Fourth of July 
celebrations; that since that date, no single 
predatory excursion of the red man has 
been experienced by any one of our settle-
ments. On the contrary it would seem that 
all use of firearms for any kind of military 
defense had become entirely obsolete—
gone into utter desuetude—so entirely  
at peace have the Lamanites become, that 
instead of either noise of war, or even the 
apprehension thereof, there is given us of 
God to enjoy the most settled peace from 
the red man on all our borders round; and 
now having assisted to build our temples, 
they are enjoying with us the heav
enly blessing bestowed therein. Instead  
of roaming wild and lawlessly over the 
plains, numbers have renounced their tribal
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