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engaged. I desire while I am before you

that I may have the support of your faith

and prayers, that what I may say may be

dictated by the spirit of truth.

I rejoice in assembling with the

Latter-day Saints, in looking upon their

faces, in mingling with them in the ex-

ercises of devotion which we are accus-

tomed to pay our Father and God. I re-

joice in the society of Latter-day Saints,

because in their society I recognize a

spirit of purity, of holiness and virtue,

that in contrast with the state of things

that predominates in the world is as the

heavens to the earth. I love to be with

our people in times when the wicked as-

sail them, for I feel among them a sense

of safety, a feeling of security, of con-

tentment, of happiness that I do not be-

lieve can be realized to so great an extent

among other people.

We have among us our differences

and evils. We have causes to mourn; oc-

casions that make us feel sad; but I know

of nothing that produces this feeling to

so great a degree among the Saints as

the growing consciousness among them

that what is called the Christian world

has concluded not to receive Christian-

ity as it was revealed in the ministry of

Jesus Christ. We know that God has re-

vealed in the day in which we live the

principles of truth as they were in the be-

ginning, as they ever have been, as they

ever must be in time and all eternity. We

know that that which He has revealed in

our day and generation is identical with

the truths that fell from the lips of our

Savior in the meridian of time, and chal-

lenge the world to a comparison of the

doctrines to convince themselves. This

challenge has been sent abroad to almost

every nation, and kindred and tongue

and people, of the whole earth. It is

open today. We ask the investigation

of mankind. We ask our fellow men,

brethren and sisters, sons and daughters

of the same God, to listen to the truths

of heaven, eternal truths that God has

revealed. But mankind prefers, appar-

ently, even in this enlightened age, the

truth that men by their own wisdom are

enabled to discover to the truths which

God by His infinite wisdom reveals. This

is true to so great an extent that the fore-

most thinkers even among what is called

the religious world, have concluded to

lay aside the old truths of Christianity—

the old doctrines of Christianity—as un-

fitted to the age in which we live. I

had the pleasure, I think eight weeks

ago today, to listen to the first of a se-

ries of sermons by perhaps the fore-

most clergyman of this age, certainly of

the country, in which, in his inimitable

manner, he said he had concluded, after

the profoundest thought and research,

that people should wipe out many of

the old ideas of religion that have pre-

vailed in Christendom for 1,800 years, so

as to maintain harmony with the mod-

ern discoveries of science—with the Dar-

winian theory and philosophy. He has

also sacrificed the book upon which their

faiths and beliefs are founded, and as

the surest possible evidence that faith

in that sacred record, the Holy Bible, is

a thing of the past, Rev. Henry Ward

Beecher declares that if it is true then

"Mormonism" is true! We are exactly

of the same opinion as Rev. Beecher in

that respect. But it does not prove al-

together the falsity of that which has

been accepted in the world as Christian-

ity. The Bible contains the doctrines that

the Latter-day Saints preach, that the

Latter-day Saints have the courage in

the face of all the world to practice. They


