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and in His promise to us, His people, was

never better than it is today. And al-

though the dark cloud may hang over us,

and the storm of opposition beat against

us, I am as confident as I am that I stand

before you that God will vindicate the

righteousness of His Saints and bring

them off conquerors in the end. So far

as I am concerned I see but little cause

for mourning. It is true that some of

our brethren are serving out terms of

imprisonment, but it is also true that

they are thus afflicted not for wrongdo-

ing but for conscience sake; and they do

not mourn, so why should we. If they

or we should put on the garb of mourn-

ing, it would not be because of any in-

flictions we may have to endure in con-

sequence of our religious convictions, for

such things we may expect, and have ex-

pected; our cause of mourning would be

and is in man's inhumanity to man, in

the tearing away of the barriers of civil

and religious liberty, the results of which

none may be able to divine.

I have preached in many lands and to

many peoples that the little stone cut out

of the mountain without hands would

cause a commotion in the earth, excit-

ing the jealousy of the people, not only of

our own land, but eventually of all lands;

but that while this would be the case, we

would be able at all times to give tangible

reasons for the peculiar position we oc-

cupy, and for the hope and faith we have

in the God of heaven, who has called us

to it.

I did not design at all to refer to the

persecutions of the Saints; they are no

cause of surprise or wonderment to me; I

have expected such things, having been

taught in my youth that such a condi-

tion of things would come. But while we

may expect to be persecuted and hated

of all men, we have consolation in the

promise of the Lord that He would from

time to time soften the hearts of our ene-

mies, and that nothing should intervene

to destroy this work, or to frustrate the

purposes that it is designed to accom-

plish.

The doctrines which we believe in

and practice should not, in my opinion,

create the feelings against us which now

exist. When it is borne in mind that we

believe in faith as the primary and fun-

damental principle of the Gospel: that

we believe in working out our salva-

tion with fear and trembling before the

Lord, through keeping His command-

ments and observing the laws and ordi-

nances which He has made known to us

for our guidance, and which when car-

ried out, produce the fruits of righteous-

ness, it does seem singularly strange

that men professing Christianity should

be found among our most bitter oppo-

nents.

Brother Moyle, who has just ad-

dressed you, referred to some of the fa-

mous characters of earth, among them

our own Morse, and his struggles to

make men believe in the inspiration

with which he was possessed. Al-

though he has since demonstrated to the

whole world that he was most wonder-

fully wrought upon in producing mar-

velous results from the workings of elec-

tricity, yet when he appealed for as-

sistance he was regarded as and even

called mad. He, however, was not

daunted, but persevered in his work,

a work that has since brought bless-

ings and benefit to mankind generally.

The experience of Morse has been the

common lot of men who have been the

means of introducing new truths into

the world; and who is able to say,

that history will not yet record the fact


