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some sign of pity for "the poor deluded

Mormons," for this is the light in which

we are held for believing in such things.

It is a singular thing to me that men and

women can take their Bible and sit down

with the Elders of our Church and com-

pare the doctrines of the scriptures with

those taught by our Elders, and fail to

sense their truth. It does seem singular

to me—and yet I should not regard it as

strange for this reason: whenever there

has been a Gospel dispensation a man

having the Holy Spirit could bear wit-

ness of the correctness of these things.

When that spirit of testimony rests down

upon a man it begets conviction in his

heart, whether he is willing to acknowl-

edge it or not. Nicodemus could find his

way by night to Jesus, and acknowledge

that there was a power with him that

other men were not possessed of. Oth-

ers received the witness of the Spirit,

and were able to abide by its dictates, re-

nounce their former ways, and take up

the cross unpopular though it was. Oth-

ers again treated the whole thing with

ridicule, not being able to see anything

in it. Such doubtless would be the case

were the same persons to teach the same

things now.

To me it has always appeared singu-

lar that there should be any reflecting

honest-hearted person unable to believe

in the mission of Joseph Smith. We may

take such men as Luther, Calvin and

Wesley, and others equally learned, who

are recognized by all Christians as bea-

con lights, and yet notwithstanding their

education and ability to act in the roles

they so nobly played, not one of them

nor any other orthodox Christian has

been able to evolve a perfect system of

Church government. Their productions

are as a rope of sand, void of strength or

spiritual force. The spiritual desires of

men are not gratified to satiety, their

souls are not fed; it is the letter without

the spirit, the body without the soul. I

do not say this by way of disparagement

to the names of these illustrious heroes;

they did their work and did it nobly, but

it was not for them to reveal to man a

perfect system of church government. In

later times, however, we find a boy with-

out experience or education, presenting

to the world a system of government pro-

nounced by statesmen of eminence to be

superior to anything known among men.

Our organization is admitted to be with-

out a parallel; and this through a mere

boy. But the fact is, he was not the au-

thor, neither did he ever claim its author-

ship; he was merely the honored instru-

ment under God to reveal it to and in-

stitute it among men. And although the

press and the pulpit unite in denounc-

ing him as a crazy fanatic and a vile

impostor, his work challenges the admi-

ration of the best thinkers of the age.

The principles that he unfolded are in

harmony with the scriptures and with

reason; they are in harmony with true

science and with the laws of the uni-

verse; and he has presented them clearly

and distinctly so that none need mis-

understand them. It is most singular

that the intelligence of the 19th cen-

tury can look upon this boy and mark

him as being so infamous a being as

they say he was, when the fruits of his

labors are before the world and none can

gainsay them. This is the work of the

Divine Master, and Joseph Smith was

His servant. The Lord God stands at

the helm. We need not feel concerned

about what is termed "Mormonism;" He

decreed it, and He is carrying it out.

It is true, it may take us through per-

secution and tribulation, but it is true


