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all the same; this I know as well as I

know that I live. Having received the

witness of the Holy Spirit, neither you

nor I need entertain any doubts or fears

as to the result. And I bear witness be-

fore you and before my Father in heaven,

whom I expect to meet at the latter day,

that we possess the fullness of the new

and everlasting Gospel, and that God re-

vealed it unto us; and I further testify

that it will remain firm as the rock of

ages, that its course will continue on-

ward and upward, gathering strength as

it goes, until it shall at last fill the whole

earth, as Daniel foresaw that it would.

It seems that the people of the Lord

in every age have had to pass through

certain ordeals in order to accomplish

certain results; they would become care-

less and negligent of duty and worldly-

minded and, in many instances, forget-

ful of their sacred covenants; and we, it

would seem, need to pass through the

same purifying process as they before us.

And, in order to develop a better state of

things for Zion, some will pass through

the prison house, and others may suffer

death, as some have already; but what-

ever the infliction, the wheat will yet re-

main and the chaff will be blown away.

One may ask. Have you any feel-

ings of hatred in your heart toward those

who delight in persecuting and oppress-

ing you? If they were hungry, and it was

in my power, I would feed them; I desire

not to bear malice or hatred towards any

of the children of my heavenly Father.

We must fight the battles of truth, with

a desire for the ascendancy of truth, and

not personal gratification, remembering

that those who oppose us are of the same

family, hereafter to be rewarded for the

good or evil which they may do while

in the flesh. I hate the misdeeds of men,

especially when they are aimed at the

liberty of their fellows; but I hate none of

the sons and daughters of God. I would

bless them and do anything in my power

for their good; but I would not yield my

soul into their keeping, or turn traitor to

the principles of my faith for the satis-

faction of any living being.

I have been reared among the Latter-

day Saints. My father and mother were

as old in citizenship of the United States

and as honorable in their ancestry as any

that call be found in the land. I love my

religion, I love my country, and I have no

other desire than to honor my God, and

do good to my fellow man.

There is no necessity for us to be con-

cerned or worried in the least. It is

true we may have difficulties to meet;

but with patient forbearance, pursuing

an earnest determined course, time will

prove to the truly loyal citizens of this

great nation, that we are the friends of

liberty; that to be free, free from the

power of wicked men, and free from the

power of the destroyer of men's souls is

the aim and object of our lives. There is

no necessity for overt acts of any kind,

or indulging the spirit of revenge; our

course is one of peace and good will to

man, blessing all with whom we come

in contact. And as long as we observe

strictly the principles of our religion, the

way will open up before us, for God is

our Father and friend. He has been our

guide in the past; and He in His own

way has cast down every man, from the

commencement of this work until the

present time, who has raised his hand

against us, and their lives have ended

in disgrace or been clouded by some mis-

deed.


