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to us. Sending young men upon mis-

sions is an excellent method of testing

their integrity and also of giving them

an opportunity of proving for themselves

whether the testimony they have heard

from their parents and others is true.

When a young man leaves home to go

to a foreign land, in the midst of a cold-

hearted and prejudiced world, without

purse or scrip, with no funds in his

pocket to depend upon to pay his way,

and has to depend upon his Maker, and

upon the promises which He has made,

he is in a most excellent position to learn

for himself the truth of the words of the

Savior and the truth of the testimonies

that he has heard from his parents and

friends. I rejoice exceedingly that our

young men have this opportunity, be-

cause it brings home to them in a most

unmistakable and convincing manner

the truth of those testimonies they have

heard. When a man has no food to eat,

when he has no friends, and is a stranger

in a strange land, traveling as a ser-

vant of God, he has a good opportunity

of testing for himself whether there is a

God, and whether that God hears and

answers his prayers. In this way faith

becomes knowledge; because if a man

prays to God and asks for that which he

wants and God gives it to him, he then

knows for himself that God hears and

answers prayer. It is in this way that the

knowledge of the Gospel that we have

received is perpetuated in our hearts

and in the hearts of our children—

transmitted from one generation to an-

other, as it has been and is being done

at the present time among these Latter-

day Saints. Today there is a host of

young men growing up in this coun-

try who have in this manner proved for

themselves the truth of that which I am

now speaking of. It was in this manner

that I learned most convincingly in my

youth that this was the work of God. I

believed it, yes, I may say I knew it to

be true, but when I was sent out as a

missionary without purse and scrip and

compelled to feel after God and ask Him

for those things that I wanted, I learned

to my entire satisfaction that when I did

need God's blessings He was at hand to

confer them uponme according to the de-

sires of my heart and the necessities of

my case. In this manner men who are

now of middle age have grown up with

this knowledge, and the youth today are

in their turn acquiring the same knowl-

edge, obtaining it through the means

which God has appointed and in the

manner He has designed.

There are two objects to be accom-

plished by the Elders going out with-

out purse and scrip upon the apostolic

plan. In the first place, they learn for

themselves that God lives and that He

hears and answers prayer; in the second

place, they test the world. The Savior

says: "Whoso receiveth you receivethme,

and the same will feed you, and give you

money. And he who feeds you, or clothes

you, or gives you money, shall in no wise

lose his reward; and he that doeth not

these things is not my disciple; by this

you may know my disciples."

We test the world in this man-

ner and prove whether they will re-

ceive the servants of God and supply

their simple wants when they travel

preaching the Gospel without salary

or pay of a pecuniary character; but

looking unto the Lord for the re-

ward that He has promised to be-

stow. When a man has been gone as

Brother Clawson has, and as Brother

George Goddard has—Brother Claw-

son for two years and upwards—he

becomes acquainted with the Lord,


