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under any other circumstances. The ef-

fect of this upon the community I can

perceive; we all can observe it wherever

we go. It is uplifting the people—not

very rapidly, it is true, but still in such

a manner that it is easily perceived. You

can perceive the effect upon the people of

the education thus gained by the Elders

in traveling and preaching the Gospel

abroad. Nearly all returning missionar-

ies express themselves as our brethren

have this afternoon. Brother Clawson

has said that he is determined from this

time forward to do his share in help-

ing forward the work of the redemption

of the human family. When such men

return, bringing with them the spirit

that they have upon their missions—

the Spirit of God—what a strength it

is to their Bishops, what a strength it

is to their Teachers, what a strength it

is to the entire Priesthood in the Ward

where they reside, or the Stake to which

they belong. And when they come back,

as they do by scores, this effect is felt

throughout the entire body of the peo-

ple, and excellent results follow, a higher

tone is developed, a higher standard is

aimed at, and there is an uplifting of the

people, as it were, to that higher stan-

dard.

This is going on all the time, and

the effect is marked and already felt.

Those who travel through our settle-

ments see many things that strike

them, and strike them more forcibly be-

cause of the different impression cre-

ated by the falsehoods told concerning

us. These falsehoods have their good

effect in this respect; for when a man

hears so much about the "Mormons," he

naturally pictures to himself the kind

of society that he will meet when he

goes among them. If he has never

met "Mormons," he has an idea in his

mind, from what he has read, or from

what he has been told, as to the kind of

people he will meet when he sees them.

But he is thrown into "Mormon" society.

He finds that they have no horns; that

they have no cloven feet; that they do not

garnish their conversation with oaths;

and that if he had not been told these

were "Mormons," he would not have dis-

covered it by any outward sign. When he

comes into our cities, instead of seeing

drunkenness, instead of hearing blas-

phemy, instead of seeing the profana-

tion of all that is holy, he sees a peo-

ple dwelling in peace, he sees quietude

prevailing, and the contrast strikes him

very forcibly. "Why," says he, "this is

not what I expected to see; these are

not the people I expected to meet; this

is not the society for which I looked

when I came into the settlements of the

Latter-day saints in Utah." These very

falsehoods, therefore, have the effect of

impressing—where men have the oppor-

tunity of mingling with the people, more

forcibly upon the mind than otherwise

would be the case that which they see.

It takes time, however, to remove preju-

dice, to disabuse people's minds. They

think that there is something hidden,

something that is very bad, that they

have not yet discovered, and this some-

times remains in the mind a good while.

But, as sure as God lives so sure will

we live down these false charges and im-

pressions, and the day is not far dis-

tant when lovers of good government,

lovers of peace, will turn their atten-

tion to these valleys in which we dwell

and to this society of which we form a

part. For there is trouble in the fu-

ture; there is perplexity not very far

off. We can hear a faint rumbling of it,

as it were, in the distance. The time


