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men as that of Jesus and His Apostles as-
suming a position of that kind before
them? How well they have declaimed in
favor of the martyrs of Christianity. With
what burning eloquence they have extolled
the heroism, the stoutheartedness of the
men and women who were willing to go
as lambs to the slaughter, like their divine
Master, rather than prove recreant to the
sacred obligations they had assumed. What
would they say of such a Christianity?
They would say, Fie! upon such miserable
stuff; fie! upon such men and women who
should attempt to lay hold of such glori-
ous and benignant principles as those of
Christianity. They would say, the touch of
such men and women upon such principles
was a contaminating touch; it would have
been an upas breath that they would have
breathed when vindicating Christianity;
while they themselves were so inadequate
to the responsibilities—being devoid of the
inspiration pertaining to the truth—and
so indisposed to live a life of purity which
those principles required at their hands.

If you would so judge of the former-
day Saints, how would you judge of the
Latter-day Saints? What would you think
of us if we were to tell you that we would
cease to believe in the religion of Jesus
Christ? It is true you do not know what
it means, and hence we pity you. It is true
that we know we are of God: we know that
these principles and revelations are divine;
we know that they have emanated from
Him who cannot lie; we know these
things, and if you knew them would you
ask us to deny our faith, to prove recreant
to our trust, to become unworthy the
confidence of our families and of honest
men around us on every hand. A gentle-
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man in this city was known to say—and
he said it in language more forcible than
eloquent, and you will excuse me for not
repeating it, because it might be considered
sacrilege in a sacred desk to do so—he was
known to say: “If I knew what you say to
be true, I would go to prison—I would not
deny it for anybody.” Well, what would
you think of a man who would deny that
which he knew to be true, or say no when
the truth required him to say yes? Could
you trust him as a Free Mason or an Odd
Fellow, or in any other capacity where true
heartedness and genuine human worth is
to be appreciated and sought? Certainly
not.

Well, now, my friends, we have made
some very plain remarks this afternoon.
Permit me in conclusion to say that I am
very sorry that we are forced into this un-
inviting situation; but being forced into i,
pushed into it, if you please, driven into i,
legislated into it, what can we do? What
would you advise us to do? Your advice
would be this possibly: “We believe that
you people only say that you know this
work in which you are engaged is of God.
We do not believe you do know. We think
you are like the rest of the Christian world,
and that your knowledge is no more di-
vine, or that you have any closer commu-
nion with God than the rest of the sects of
the Christian world, and they don’t profess
to know, only to believe. Therefore you are
very presumptuous to say you know these
things. You ought to know better. You had
therefore better place yourselves in accord
with us, come a little nearer to us, and just
say you don’t believe certain principles in
your religion, and we will tolerate the other
portion.”

My friends, if we were placed in
this position of our own doing, we
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