
kindred just as much as the rich, the sound 
and the fortunate? I think they do. How 
then can they obtain a right and title to 
their blessings? The Lord has instituted 
a means by which they may receive their 
blessings by the payment of their tithing. 
The first Thursday of every month is a 
Fast day, for the Saints to gather together 
in prayer and fasting, and to bring their 
offerings for the poor, that the afflicted 
and unfortunate may not lack for food or 
clothing, and the comforts of life. Now, if 
a poor man received one hundred pounds 
of flour or any other gift, it is his privilege 
to pay one-tenth of it as tithing, and have 
it credited to him on the book as a tithing 
payer, and in this way he pays just as much 
as the man who pays one hundred dollars. 
The same with the poor sister who receives 
her aid from the Relief Society. She can 
pay her tithing in the same way—have her 
name recorded on the books, and thus ac-
quire the right to be baptized for her dead 
kindred. These rights and privileges are not 
confined to the rich. They are for people of 
all conditions in life, provided they com-
ply with the requirements of the Lord. The 
Savior said that the widow, with her two 
mites, paid in more than the rich out of 
their abundance. Some have been inclined 
to practice this principle on a kind of slid-
ing scale. If they donate an amount to the 
building of a Tabernacle or a Temple, they 
must take that out of their tithing. This is 
not the correct way.

God has given us commandments con-
cerning the law of tithing. He has also giv-
en us instructions in regard to our offerings 
for the poor, as follows:

“Therefore, if any man shall take  
of the abundance which I have made, 
and impart not his portion, according

to the law of my gospel, unto the poor  
and the needy, he shall, with the wick-
ed, lift up his eyes in hell, being in 
torment.”—(Doc. & Cov., Section 104, 
par 18.)

He directs all these things. If we learn 
His way and walk in it, we shall be abun-
dantly blessed, and those who are too poor 
to walk in the right way of the Lord, will 
become so poor that they will perish from 
the land by and by.

What has brought you here from dis-
tant lands? It is the potency of those 
principles you have embraced. What has 
inspired you to labor and make this part 
of the wilderness so beautiful? I recollect, 
when I first came to Provo on the 4th July, 
1849, we had a sort of celebration; some 
of the authorities of the Church were 
here, and arrangements were then made 
and directions given for the location of 
this city. Since then, see what has been ac-
complished! See this meetinghouse, court 
house, bank building, your woolen fac-
tory—the greatest one of the Territory, 
and one that would be a credit to any part 
of the continent—what has done all this? 
It is the potency of those principles God 
has revealed to you. It is this that induced 
you to leave your native lands and come to 
this country, strangers in a strange land, as 
Abraham was when he left his home and 
went down to Canaan. These principles 
are known by you, my brethren and sisters. 
They, however, are principles the world do 
not know anything about, especially this 
principle of tithing. They have their own 
way of making contributions, etc., but they 
do not understand tithing as a law of God.  
We, who do comprehend these things, 
must follow out heaven’s requirements, that  
the favor and strength of the heavens may 
be with us.
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